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To JOHN MOTTEUX, Esq, Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of Directors for the Affairs of 
the Honourable United Eafl India Company. 

SIR, 

IV HE N I wrote the following fleets, I 
was in hopes that they would have appeared before the 
Honourable Court of DireBors with the advantage "of 
Mr. Hafltngs\ recommendation, by whofe orders they 
were written, and to whom they were addrefjed—JVhy 
this advantage was denied them, I cannot pretend to fay — 
The caufe to which I fhould have attributed it, would 
have been the. infgnificance of the matter,—but from this 
conclufoft I am forbidden , by obferving, that the fubjeB of 
them, has by that gentleman, been thought fo important, 
that the continuing to purfue the plans which I had laid 
down and began to execute, fo long ago as 1778, has 
furnifled Mr. Hafings with matter for repeated publick 
encomium on the gentleman who fucceedecl me in the ma¬ 
nagement of part of the Jungle 'terry DiflriBs. 

This has determined me, though late, to offer this little 
TraB to the notice of my Honourable Maflers, that they 
may know from whence thofe inflitutions originated, which 

B have 
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have been fo much applauded in their ejfeEls ; and T trujl 
that / /hall cfcape all imputation of vanity for making 
this publication, when it is confdered', that I at the fame 
timepub lifts the humiliating proof how very bad a courtier 
I mufl have been, when I could not fecure to myfelf the 
applaufe that zvas given to meafures of my own contri¬ 
vance . 

At the fame time, 1 implicitly leave the difpofal 
of this Tram, to you Sir, convinced that if it merits, it 
will receive your recommendation, and if it fcould not, I 
foall mojl chearfully acquiefce in the judgment op a 
gentleman, from zvhofe jujlice and liberality, even when * 
I zvas an entire Ji ranger to him, my char culler and in- 
teref received that fupport, which was withheld by thofe 
from whom I was mofc entitled to ex pc SI it. 

I am, 

With refpctl and gratitude, 

Sir, 

Tour obliged and mojl obedient Servant, 


Harley Street, June 2 0 , 1787 . 


JAMES BROWNE. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

T N order to make the fubjeft of the following little 
TraCt as intelligible as poilible, I fliatl beg leave to 
obferve, that the Mountaineers of the Rajahm ahl Hills, 
having, by their repeated depredations, exceedingly dif- 
trelTed the inhabitants of the low country during the 
years 1771 and 1772, Mr. Haftings and his Council di¬ 
rected a battalion of light infantry to be raifed for re¬ 
ducing thofe countries to fubjeCtion and good order.— 
The corps was raifed the latter end of 1772, and com¬ 
manded by Captain Robert Brooke. 

During the hrft months of 1773, Captain Brooke, by 
judicious and fpirited operations againft the Mountaineers, 
imprelTed them with a fear of our military force, and 
they began to fubmit in different parts. The reft of 
that year was employed in military operations againft 
Jagernaut Deo, and the other Zemindars of the Jungle 
Terry of Curruckpoor, who had rebelled againft Govern¬ 
ment ; they were at length expelled, and fled into Cur- 
ruckdea. 

The firft part of this year was employed in reducing 
the Mountaineers, and in eftablifhing certain regulations 
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for protecting the low country againft their incurlions— 
Alfo in making a Khafs fettlement of the Jungle Terry 
Curruckpoor. 

In July, Captain Brooke refigned the command of the 
Sight infantry, and the colleCtorfhip of the Jungle Terry 
of Curruckpoor, Bauglepoor, arid Colgcng to me—Soon 
after this, the Jungle Terry of Birboom and Guidore, 
were added to this colle&orfhip. 

As I perceived the inftability of the Khafs Settlement 
in the Jungle Terry of Curruckpoor, I propofed the par¬ 
doning of Jagernaut Deo and his family, and re-admitting 
them to the management of their refpe&ive diftri&s ; but 
I received no reply.—I alfo made a new lettlement of 
the Jungle Terry of Guidore. 

In January, the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea was ad¬ 
ded to this colleCtorfhip. In February, broke out the 
great infurredion in favour of Jagernaut Deo and the 
othc i expelled Zemindars ; the whole year puffed in un- 
interiupted hofhlities, though they were foon narrowed 
to the limits of the Curruckpoor jungle Terry, and the 
confederacy broken. 'lire J ungle Terry of Birboom was 
alio fettled during this year. 

By the beginning of this year, the rebels being re¬ 
duced to great extremity, offered to fubmit to any terms, 

except 
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except the delivering up of Jagernaut Deo.—-J propofed 
to the Board to publiih a general amnelty, and to give 
jagernaut Deo’s Zemindary to his fon Roopnarain Deo, 
on the father’s delivering himfelf up on promife of per- 
fonal fafety—The Board were at fir It averfe, but at 
length confented, on my taking upon myfelf the refpon- 
fibility of the meafure. Jagernaut Deo immediately de¬ 
livered himfelf up, his fon was inverted with the Zemin- 
dary; and from that time there never was a difturbance 
in the country as long as it was under my controul. 

In the beginning of this year, I artembled all the 
Zemindars cf the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea, and made 
a fettlement of that Diltria on fuch terms as enabled me 
(without any confiderable diminution of the prefent re¬ 
venue) to releafe the Riots from a load of impofitions, 
and thereby induced them to undertake the cultivation 
of a great quantity of land which had fallen wafte for a 
number of years. 

Soon after this, the Board took the Jungle Terry of 
Birboom from under my management, and rertored it 
to the Rajah of Birboom. No public motive was ever 
artigned for this rtep. 

During the long interval that I had been compelled to 
attend, almoft exclufively, to the Southern Divifion of 
the jungle Terry, the Mountaineers oi Rajahmahl had 

again 
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again got into great diforder. For the plan introduced 
for their redraint by Captain Brooke in 1774, though 
very meritorious, when we confider how little intercourfe 
that gentleman had then had with thofe people, yet had 
lopie defeats in it, which I am lure that Captain Brooke 
would have corre£ted, had he continued in the com* 
mapd, and which prevented its operating as an effectual 
remedy to the turbulency of the Mountaineers, 

Being now quite at leilure to attend to thofe people, 
i marched with my battalion to that part of the country, 
the latter end of this year, and in perfon examined into 
the paft and prefent Hate of every thing refpe&ing the 
Mountaineers. 

1778. My enquiries enabled me, in January, to fubmit to 
the board the plan tor the future regulation and govern¬ 
ment of the Hills of Rajahmahl, which will be found as 
a Supplement to this Traft—It met with their entire 
approbation, and I received orders to carry it into im¬ 
mediate execution, as appears from the extracts of the 
Board s and the Governor General’s letters to me. (See 
Notes A and B at the end of this Introduction.) 

Havingeftablifhed the regulations for the Mountaineers, 
and waited to fee the immediate fuccefs of their ji rft ope¬ 
rations, I marched round to A mar and Sultanabad, 
which had been placed under my authority, and in the 

latter 
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latter of which places, a rebellion had exiiled for feveral 
years—As I had taken particular pains to eftablifh my 
reputation for public faith among thefe wild uncivilized 
people, as loon as Sultanabad was p\it under my autho¬ 
rity, the Chief of the infurgents voluntarily offered to 
fubmit, and come into me, on my promife of f'afety and 
juft ice, which he did accordingly, and the country im¬ 
mediately became quiet. 

That country being alfo fettled on a plan approved by 
the Board, I marched back towards my cantonments at 
Chackye ; and on the march I received the Board’s or¬ 
ders to deliver over the charge of the Jungle Terry of 
Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Curruckpoor to the Collector 
of Bauglepoor, and to fend three companies of light in¬ 
fantry to a£t under his orders. 

J 

I immediately obeyed this harfli and unexpected com¬ 
mand ; but T. will confefs, that from that time I felt a 
hearty difguft to the nature of the fervice I was employ¬ 
ed on, and therefore earneflly applied to be removed 
from that ttation, and fent up to the army in the field, 
or any other place where my corps might be ufeful. 

During this year nothing material occurred, the coun¬ 
try under my authority being in a ftate of perfe& peace 
and obedience. At the commencement of this year, I 

completed 
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completed and fent to Mr. Haftings, the little Trad to 
which this ferves as an introduction. 

Sultanabad and Amar being completely fettled and 
quiet, were reftored to the Ranny of Rajahfhy; there 
then remained, under my management, only the jun¬ 
gle Terry Guidore and Curruckdea. 

* 780 . It being at length refolved to fend the battalion of 
light infantry up to the a Alliance of the Ranah of Gohud; 
Curruckdea and Guidore Jungle Terry were put in charge 
of the Colle&or of Ramgur, on whole diilri& they bor¬ 
dered : and in June the light infantry marched out of 
the Jungle Terry by way of the Curruckdea pafs. 

On this occalion, I had the fatisfa&ion of knowing 
how acceptable my condud had been to thele people, 
by the concern which they lliewed at my departure, and 
the refpedful and affectionate attendance of feveral of 
the Zemindars as far as Ghyah in Bahar. To which, I 
beg leave to add a Hill more recent teftimony, fo late 
even as the year 1785, when, upon the Colle&or ol 
Ramgur vlfiting Chackye and Curruckdea, the Zemin¬ 
dars of thole diltri&s waited upon him, and presenting 
the Sunnuds which they had received from me, declared 
that they required nothing further than a confirmation 
of the fettleraent which I had made. 


In 
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In the endeavours which I have here ufed to refeue 
my humble labours from oblivion, 1 folemnly declare 
that I have no wifb to detrad from the merit of my fuc- 
ceflbr, Mr. Clev land, for whom I had the fincereft af- 
fc&ion. I am truly concerned that his death puts it 
out of my power to receive the addition of his tellimo- 
ny, which I know he would moll chearfully have given, 
to what I have faid ; for his virtues and abilities were as 
much above requiring the ftolen decoration of another’s 
merit, as his honour and liberality were above accepting 
them. 


ExtraFl from ihe Supreme Councils Letter to Captain 
Browne , dated fanuary 27, 1778. 

“ WE entirely approve of your condud, and of the 
plans which you have formed for the government of the Hiii 
“ people. 

“ We authorize you to ufe fuch means as fhall appear nece£ 
“ fary for eftablifhing the regulations for the Hills.** 


C 


ExtraFl 
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ExtraSl from the Supreme Council’s Letter to Captain 
Brozone, dated March io, i7 7 8. 

« We are much pleafed with the plan which you recommended 
** of granting Jaghier lands to the invalid Sepoys, and ddireyou 
“ will carry it into immediate and effe&uaj execution, 

** We approve of the plans which you recommend for the fafety 
“ and defeiice of the Dawks palling through the Hills.’ 

Note B. Ext raid of a Letter from the Governor General, to 

Captain Browne, dated January 28, 1778. 

“ I have the pleafure to acquaint you, that yefterday the board 
«« - m their revenue department, directed your feveral add relies to 
“ be read; your plans are acquielced in, your meafures approved, 
“ and the public communication will be tranfmitted to you. 

** The board are fenfible of your care and ability in drawing 
“ up thefe propofals, and it is with particular latisfa&ion I have 
“ remarked your attention to the cuftoms and original form of 
<« government amongft the inhabitants of the hills, in the new 
« propofed regulations: an indulgence that promifes the mod 
«* jfaiutary cffe&s in my opinion, at the fame time that it denotes 
•« your afliduity and judicious regard to conciliate their dilpolition» 
“ to dependence.” 


To 
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To the Hon. WARREN HASTINGS, Esq* &c. 

Hon. Sir, 

CONF 0 k MABJj ‘1 to your orders long 
fmce tranfmitted to me, to form and Jend you a defer ip- 
tion of the country under my authority, with refpeB to 
its natural and political Jlate ; and alfo to recommend the 
mojl effeSlual plan for its fubjeBion and future good go¬ 
vernment—I have employed every leifure hour afforded 
me from my military and other avocations, in collecting 
the heft materials for en ablingme to obey your infracti¬ 
ons, and as there are no objeBs in life which I am more 
bound to purfue, than thofe which tend to your fatisfac¬ 
tion ; J have been particularly nice in admitting the ma¬ 
terials for this defer iption and plan, that I might not, at 
feme future period of my life, have the vexation of re- 
fiethng, that I had, in any inflance, been the caufe of 
mifleadingyou ; but though I have much reafon to trufi 
in the authenticity of the materials, / feel the greatefl 
diffidence, when I conficler myfelf in the fituation of com¬ 
pounding them into a literary form, before fo excellent a 
judge as you are of every literary production . I refl my 
hope of your exempting me, however, from even the juj 
Jcveriiy of criticifm, in conftderation that obedience to 
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your orders, not the vanity of compofng , has given birth 
to this performance ; and that to zvrite with elegance the 
defer ip lions of countries, which they have only vifited in 
war, has not been the privilege of any but men of the 
mojl exalted capacities : the length of ages , the moft la¬ 
borious refearches of men refpeftively, maflers of the fe¬ 
ver al arts and fcicnces, and the pen of an able compiler 
of thofe labours , can alone fur nip a compleat defer iption 
of any country : deprived of all thofe effentials , this 
fetch has occafon for the greatejl indulgence you can 
pojjibly fhew it. The novelty of the fubjeft is the only re¬ 
commendation it has ; and all 1 can urge in my own fa¬ 
vour is, that l have been forced to colic ft every material 
by my own labour, utterly unajfifted from beginning to 
end. 

The injlruftictns you have honoured me with for its ar¬ 
rangement confifled of thirteen articles , but as feverai of 
them were immediately relative parts of others, 1 have re¬ 
duced the whole under five heads, which biclucle the thir¬ 
teen complcatly, the order only a little varied. 

With fmceref gratitude and bighejl refpeft, 

I am, 

Honourable Sir, &c. 


■ Camp, March 20 ih, 
J 779 - 


JAMES BROWNE , 
Capt. Eight Infantry. 
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DESCRIPTION of the JUNGLE TERRY 
DISTRICTS, their Revenues, ‘trade and Govern¬ 
ment, with a Plan for the Improvement oi them. 


SECTION h 

k R T. I. rpnE Jungle Terry Diftri&s are bounded by the plains of 
neroiqeogra- A Bauglepoor and Colgong, and the Ganges on the north. 


ai Outline 


On the north weft by the Currukpoor Hills. 

On the weft by Guidore, and the plains of Bahar. 

On the fouth and fouth weft by the provinces of Ramgur and 
Machete.. 

On the fouth eaft by Birboom. 

On the eaft, by the Rnjahmahl Hills. 

On the north eaft, by the Ganges, and part of the Rajahmahl 
Hills. 

In 
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A R r. ti. ^ofe diftrhfts are comprehended the undermentioned Pro* 

Great Divifion. vinces > bounded as follows, viz. 

#8 Provinces, 


j. CURRUCKDEA, bounded by Ramgur on the weft, by 
Guidore on the north, by Birboom on the eaft, by Pachete and 
Ramgur on the fouth. 


z. BIRBOOM, bounded by Curruckdea on the well, by Cur- 
ruckpoor on the north, by Sultanabad and Radfhi on the eaft, and 
by Pachete on the fouth. 


3. CURRUCKPOOR, bounded by Guidore and Sircar Mon- 
ghyr on the Avert, by Colgong and Baugl poor on the north, by 
the Rajahmahl Hills on the cart, and by Birboom on the fouth. 

4. GUIDORE, bounded by the plains of Bahar on the weft, 
by Curruckpoor on the north, by Curruckpoor and Birboom on 
the eaft, by Curruckdea on the fouth. 


5. BAUGLEPOOR, bounded by Curruckpoor, and Sircar 
Monghyr on the Avert, by the plain country and the Ganges on 

the north, by Colgong on the eaft, and by Curruckpoor on the 
fouth. 


6. ( OLGONG, bounded by Bauglepoor on the weft, by the 
plains and Ganges on the north, by the Rajahmahl Hills on the 
eaft, and by Curruckpoor on the fouth. Its greateft extent from 
norta to louth, is fifty cofs, and from eaft to weft feventy-feven 

cofs. 


Thcfe 


SECTION I, 

A R T. III. 

Small Divifions, 
$ Purgunnah’sZil- 
**s ? Gautwallies, 
nd Villages. 
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Theft: Provinces are again fubdivided into Talookas, or fmall 
Zemindaries, called Gautwallies, of which there are in each 
refpe£tive province as follows. 

I. 

ZILLA CURRUCKDEA, 


Contains Gautwallies, 30 


viz. Serampour 
Currurbary 
Paulgunge 
Laidah 
5 .Luttakie 

Chuckmungoo 
Durhettah 
Neckpoorah 
Ulko 

10 Ganday 
Gorungee 
Baireah 
Kifgo 
jereedee 
15 Corchuttah 
Nodeah 
Burkuttah 
Birnee 
Jerrea 

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated, 121. Uncultivated 63. 

Charity villages, 13. Jaghiers 5. 


20 Kifmee 
Kurkaw 
Doomchauns 
Paunch Gcmah 
Mafnoodee 
25 Dergong 
Kurgaully 
Pobee 
Gommah 
Durndah 
30 Suttgomah 
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AUCTION I. 


II. 

PURGUNNAH GUIDO RE. 

Zilla of Chackye, containing 

ii GautwaUice, viz. 

Nek Chackye 
Keajury 
Sylfery 
Sim mi nab 
5 Butpahr 
Caringur 

Alfo independent, and exclusive of the Zilla of Chackye, 
nearer to Monghyr, there are under the Jungle Terry Collector. 

3 Gautwallies, viz. 

Doomaree 

Mahaiflery 

Kotownah 

Khallah villages, none. 


Chaurgurrah 
Kewal 
No wad dab 
Tillua 
n Gooteah 


III. 
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BIER BOOM. 

Under the Collector of the Jungle Terry, 

Purgunnalvs, viz. Saurhet, 

containing 39 Gautwallles, 

viz. Bamun Gomrnali 

Gautey 

Luckunpoor 

Pat role 

Cuchrah 

Saltore 

Saljure 

Muftaar 

5 Foolchar 

10 Saldaha 

Bourchundee 

Goomroo 

Deogur baud 

Gurbady 

Dubarah 

Durrumpoor 

Moderjury 

Luckneah 

15 Eurgooneah 

30 Kigeah 

Boorie 

Dole)* 

Nooneaud 

Nuggereah 

Narainpour 

Chitteah 

K urn ah 

Rowterali 

20 Baradee 

35 Barruah 

Cooljurah 

Jickty 

Gurlurrah 

Bagdaw 

Gobindpoor 

Biflenpoor 

Kujerah 

39 Gopalpour 

25 Purruah 



Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 3. Uncultivated 1, 


Charity villages, 3, 
D 


PUR* 


PURGUNNAH DEOGUR, containing 


Gautwallies 15, viz. 


Belleah 
Ture 
Bonetty 
10 Doomarah 
Gummurdeah 
Cock u rah 
Surdaha 
Tarabaud 
15 Jaruleah 

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 1. Uncultivated 
and Charity villages dependent on the High Prieft of Deo Gur, 32. 


Rooney 
Saltore 
Simmerah 
Tiljury 
5 Poon alley 
Surryah 


PURGUNNAH BELPURTAH. 


Containing 24 Gautwallies, 

Safe hell ah 
Baradabah 
Pulmah 
Singroo 
5 Opubahal 
Ilautbary 


Heracuttah 
15 Chelfapattah 

Kilhurady 
Chuch Tuleram 
Simmerca 
Chuch Jagernaut 

Kajurah 
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Kajurah 20 Seteram 

Barabauk Diggey 

Doomkah Farofefimur 

10 Affinou Douchah 

Ruffickpoor 24- Choto 

Dadkah 
Sikarppor 

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 15. Uncultivated 9. 
Charity villages, none. 


There are alfo two Jungle Terry Purgunnahs, under Rajah 
Aifud Zumma Cawn, viz. 

Koryet and Baharoo 


IV. 

PURGUNNAH CTJRRUCKPOOR. 

Zilla Jungle Terry, under the Jungle Terry Colledor, 

3 Gautwallies, viz. 

Lutchmipoor 

Handway 

and 

Chandan Cuttoreah 

Khalfah villages, cultivated 4, Uncultivated 
Charity villages, none. 

D 2 ^ With- 
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G^nrrAl F*ft of 
the Country an.I 
State oi Cultm* 

lioik 


Withheld by the Renter of Currcckpoor, 


8 Gautwallies, viz. 
Ufullah 
Mullipoor 
Diggie 
Mungraar 


Cockwarrah 
Simmaroon 
Ludwah 
8 Kewfor 


Khalfah and Charity villages, none. 


Pl/RGUNNAII BAUGLEPOOR, 

Containing 4 Zemindaries, viz. 
Minniharry. 

Pertfundah 
Barkope 
Mu ndar 


P U R GUNN A H COL GON G, 

Containing. 1 Zc-mindarv, viz. 
Muddabun 


<SL 


CUltRUCKDPA, the Klialfali diftr’ufts are quite plain, and 
many of the Gautwallies have more plain than jungle in them ; 
but others are extremely covered with, it, and have fltong and dan¬ 
gerous pafles, of which that commonly called the Curiuckdea 

Pafs 
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SECTION X. 

Pafs (but by the country people the Gommah G.mt, as the hills 
it paffes through are in that Gautwally) is extremely ftrong. 

The cultivation of the country is fo much decayed, that it does 
not yield one half of the revenues it did in the time of Comgar 
Cawn, though collected with much greater hnrfhuefs; but as I have 
removed many grievous oppreflions under which the inhabitants 
laboured, by which means Riots from the neighbouring diftrifls 
are frequently fettling there; I hope the country will foon be 
relieved tiom its prefont di ft refled Attrition, to which it has been 
reduced, partly by the dcftru&ion of its Riots by the famine of 
1770, but Hill more by the oppreflion of its annual farmers, 
whole pofleffioivs being merely temporary, tl ey were induced ro 
make the moft of their time, and as they had not force to inter¬ 
fere with theGautwaliies, the bu til- n fell on theKh dfah diftihfts. 

Communication Its communications with other diftricls are, with the diftritft of 
with other Coud- 

,rie »- Mev, by the Gomrnah and Singiier pafles, with Ramgur by the 

Corrumma pafs, and many < ther roads not diftingui/h. d by any 
particular names, with Pachetc, through Toondy, a high road, 
and with the Jungle Terry jdiftricf% by a multitude of roads, 
moft of them paflable by field aitillery. 

GUIDORE,—the Zdla of Chackve and Gautwallies of Du- 
maree, Mahaiflerey and Kotowna, haVc a good deal of plain 
country in them, ail indeed e\cept the part towards the Cbackye 
and Mahaiflery pafles, and part towards th“ Jungle Terry Cur- 
ruckpoor, which are nothing but rocks and jungles.—The culti¬ 
vation is tolerable, but die greater part of the foil too high for 


I 


rice ; 
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rice; here alfo the want of inhabitants, fiuce 1770, is heavily com¬ 
plained of. 

All the communications are with the Jungle Terry diftri&s, 
and pn(fable for guns, excepting a communication with the Bahar 
province by the Chackye pafs, which is itnmenfdy rocky and 
difficult to get artillery through, even though not oppofed. 

The Maiflery pal's is for men and bullocks only, it joins the 
road from Chackye to Curruckdea, with that from Guitlore to 
Chackye. 

BIERBOOM,—the fouthem and fouth weftern parts of Saur- 
ret are tolerably plain, and a final! part of the Purgunnah of Deo 
Gurr, but all the reft of this divihon of the Jungle Terry, is 
entirely jungle, moil efpecially the Purgunnah of Belpurtah, 
which is bordered on the north by the fouth fide of thofe hills, 
the northern fide of which is called the Rajahmahl Chain. 

The cultivation is far from being high even in the few plains 
which there are, and there has been a fcarcity of inhabitants ever 
fince the famine of 1770. 

The communication of this part with the plain country of 
Bierboom, is by the high road, which extends from the plains of 
Bahar toSoory by the Chackye pafs. 

There is alfo a communication with Radlhahi byway of Bn- 
haroofaid to be a pretty good road, and a pafs through the 
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hills from Futtipoor in Belpmtah, to the road called on the 
maps “ Morrifon’s pafs.’* 

All its other roads are to different parts of the Jungle Terry, 
and paffable for artillery in general. 

CURRUCKPOOR,—all the Gautwally lands are very jungley, 
and in particular thole of Luchmxpoor; the prodigioufly thick 
bamboo jungles which cover molt parts of it, and are befides 
interperfed with Filiall rivers, hills and rocks, render the palling 
through them where occupied by the enemy, very hazardous, as 
they iire on you from all lides, without your feeing them, or 
being able to anno y them in return in any adequate degree. 

The northern parts bordering on the Khalfah lands, are in 
many parts tolerably plain. 

The Khalfah lands are plain, but great part of them have never 
been cultivated, whether from the badnefs of the foil, or an abori¬ 
ginal want of the inhabitants, I cannot decide ; and in confequence, 
are grown over with long grafs jungles. 

The want of cultivation and inhabitants is Ief3 vilible in the 
Gautwally of Luchmipoor, than in. moll other parts of thejunglc 
Terry; becaufe Jagernaut Deo, and hispredeeeflors, were always 
powerful enough to keep off the oppreffons of Tuffeldars and 
Fanners ; and of courfe were enabled to Ihew fome indulgence 
to the Riots, in times of natural calamity.—But the Khalfah 
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lands by the incurfioos of the hill robbers, and alfo thole of the 
Jungle Chiefs, are almoft an entire defart. 


All the communications are with the other diftii&s of the 
Jungle Terry, and paflable to field artillery, excepting the one 
called Morri Ion’s pafs, which leads from Jumnee, and enters the 
inuth-we /1 angle of the cluflerof hills, called the Rajahmahl hills, 
m ar a village called Dowdaund, about thirteen cofs, E.N.E. of 
Latchmipoor; this pafs leads to Patchwarrah in Sultanabad, which 
is twenty-one cofs dUlant only, and is a road by which the 
Muhrattahs once entered Bengal. 


KAUGLEPOOR and COLGONG,—all the inhabited parts 
of both thefe divitions (excepting the duffer of hills called the 
Rajahmahl Hills) arc plain, unieis it be a narrow flrip extending 
along the foot of thole hills, and poflelied by a number of the 
Chokeydarry Gautwalls, whofe bufinefs is to keep tlie hill 
people from making defeent, but they do it to little effect.—The 
hills themi'elves have many vallies between them, but the only 
parts cultivated arc the fules of the hills.—It is an error to fup- 
polc thole hills form a chain, and have any connexion with other 
hills ; they arc a duller of hills furrounded by the flat country, 
as an illand is by the fca. 


The pafs, by winch Mr. Hohvell fays that the Mahrattah 
Chief Baiaje Row, entered Bengal from the plains of Colgong, 
is fltuated in the Toppah of Minneluirry ; it is called Choonteah, 
and enters the lulls near the viilage of Mowarrah, from hence to 
Mudguah, which lies in the vally between the Minneharry and 

Rajahmahl 
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Rajahmahl Hills, is nine cofs: at Mudguah is a lake of water; 
from thence after palling the remainder of that valley, you af~ 
cend by a very good load the Rajahmahl Hills, and come into the 
plains weft of Nagafarbang by the pafs called Chowndy; the 
neareft village is called Nowgyli. 



Mr. Holwell's fpeaking of this march as a difficult atchieve- 
ment, is matter of furprize to me ; as by the accounts of many 
people with whom I have converfed, and who were relidents on 
the fpot at the time of the paflage of Balajee Row’s troops, the 
road was then fo well known and frequented, that the Biparries 
ufed to drive their loaded bullocks through it, to avoid the duties 
paid at Tillengurry.—They further fay, that the man who con¬ 
duced the Mabrattah’s from Colgong through the hills, was one 
of the Chokeydars of Minneharry, and that his name was Du- 
dunfing.—Mr. Holwell fays he was a peafant of Colgong, and 
that Balajee Row gave him a lack of rupees reward; this is 
not confirmed by the people in this quarter, for they fay the man 
died foine time after very poor near Oudwa Nullah. 


It is with the greateft deference 1 venture to offer the correc¬ 
tion of fo refpeCable an authority as Mr. Holwell; but the very 
minute local knowledge I have acquired of thofe countries, by 
fcveral years refidence in them, and the perfoual knowledge I have 
of the people themlelves, who have refided here all their lives, 
makes me think that the information I have proceeded on, is fuch 
as Mr. Holwell would have preferred to any other, had the objeft 
been of confequence enough to induce him to fearch for it. 
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The cultivation of thefe two divifions is moft wretched; ex¬ 
cepting a little towards the high roads, which is thinly inhabited, 
you fee nothing but immenfe defolate plains; from the lame 
caufes as have been before given, refpe&ing the other diftri&s. 

The hills do not produce enough for their inhabitants, which 
is a principal caufe of their depredations. 

All the communications of thele diftri&s both with the plain 
countries of Bauglepoor and Colgong, and with the Jungle 
Terry, are good and paffablc to artillery. 
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THE grofs revenues of thele countries as they flood in the year 
1777, are as follows : 


Son Rupees 15535 r 4 5 
— 45 8 3 10 16 

_ about 24000 o o 

, — 999 ® s 10 


Guidore 
Bier room 


CuRRUCKPOOR 

Bauglepoor and 
CoLGONG 



Total 74801 7 16 


It appears to me, however, that this revenue is more than the 
Diftrift can well afford to pay, leaving fuch a decent provtfion for 
the Zemindars and their families, as fliall make them fatisfied 
with the government they live under, and above the neceffity of 
encouraging and tharing in robberies—Becaufe there is no influx 
of money to the country from trade, in the leaf! equal to the fun 
taken in the colledions; two-thirds of the traffic being the ex¬ 
change of fuch articles as the Jungles produce, for other necella- 
ries of life, which are only to be had by importation, fo that the 
balance of money is conftantly increafing againft them, and they 
are often obliged to borrow at a high rate of intereil to pay theii 
rents. The mod improvable part is the Jungle Terry of Baugle¬ 
poor and Colgong, which lying near the Ganges, have the means 

of dilpofmg of the produce of their country in whatever manner 

they pleafe. The remedy for this decrcafeof money will be point¬ 
ed out in the fifth Seflion. 
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WITH rcfpeCt to the productions which tire Jungle Terry has 
in common with the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, nothing 
more need be laid, than that in general the cultivation of rice, 
though not very confiderable, is the fource from whence the 
greater part of the rents are paid; excepting in the Jungle Terry 
of Bauglepoor and Colgong, where they have very fine and plenti¬ 
ful crops of wheat and of fagar-cane.—The crops raifed for their 
own confumption, are of different kinds of fmall grain, of which 
the following arc but little knoum in the plain countries. 

CODO—a fmall red grain, which fells five maunds for a rupee. 
The maund here is very fmall. 

GOON OLE Y—a fmall blackifh grain, which fells four maunds 
for a rupee. 

BORAH—a fmall kind of white bean, which fells two maunds 
and a half for a rupee. 

JENORAH—the grain we call Indian corn, fells four maunds 
for a rupee. 

KA 1 REE-—another fmall whitifh grain like the codo, fells four 
maunds for a rupee. 


MUR- 
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MURRUAH—another fmall reddilh grain, fells four inaunds for 
a mpee. 

The other articles which are turned to the purpofes of trade, 
and are peculiar to the Jungles, are the following : 

MOWAH—This is the fruit of a large tree, not very unlike 
the waflnut-trec; in the month of March and April the fruit is 
ripe, and falls off the tree itfelf; it is white, about the fize and 
fhape of a large grape, but covered with a (kin much thinner ; it 
is full of a ft rung, fweet, intoxicating juice, which has alio a 
finell like hartfliorn ; the natives eat it both ripe, and dried like 
a raifin ; they alfo diH.il a very ftrong fpirit from it, and the Bipar¬ 
ries who purchafe it, carry it into the plain countries for the pur- 
pole of diilillation. Its common price is five annas per maund. 

IRON—Of this they have'tv, o kinds, one which is dug out of 
the earth in fmall pieces, the other is picked out of the fands at 
the bottom of the rivers ; the qualify is fo indifferent that it re¬ 
quires upon an average four maunds of the ore to make one maund 
ol iron, and that, after all, is but coarfe ; it is made by melting 
in the uiual raann r, and is then formed into codallies, plough¬ 
shares, and fmall piggs ; the codallies, which arc the bell kind of 
iron, are five rupees per maund. 

DAMMAM—This is a fpecies of rofin produced from the free 
called Suckuah, and is procured in the following manner : In July, 
Auguft, and September, the bark of the old trees is cut off in 
three or four places ail round, and the rofin, which flows fnon- 
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taneouflv, is cclle<fted by the natives fix or feven days after the 
incifton, and dried, which is the whole of the procefs ; it fells 
for three annas per maund. 

KUTT—This article, which is eaten with betle, is procured 
in the following manner—There is a fmall lhrub called Kyre, 
about the fize of the baboo 1-tree ; the branches and body of this 
lhrub they cut in (hort pieces, and after paring away the bark and 
wood, the lap, or pith in the middle, is put into a quantity of 
water and boiled for a confiderable time, till the water is almoft 
confumed ; it is then of a brownilh colour, and about the confift- 
ency of glue ; they then pick out the pieces of pith, and again 
boil the liquor till it is thick enough to form into cakes, after 
which it is expofed to the fun and wind till it becomes hard. It 
fells for two rupees eight annas per maund. 

TEK.OOR—This is made from the root of the Jungle Hutdee, 
or T urmeriek-plant ; this root being bruifed very fine is put into a 
quantity of water, and left for two or three days, when the part 
which conftitutes the Tekoor fubfides to the bottom, the rell: 
Aliens *, the water is then poured off, and the fediment is expofed 
to the fun till it becomes a fine dry powder. It is fold for two 
rupees, eight annas per maund. 

TtJSSUR.—This is a coarle fpecies of filk, produced by a kind 
of filk-worm natural to thefe Jungles, whole food is the leaves of 
a fmaU tree called Alfin; the people who look after the cultivation, 
about the latter end of June, expofe the eggs preferved from the 
preceding brood upon the leaves of that tree ; after this, when the 
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worms are grown pretty large, they carry them to other trees of 
the fame fpecies, but which have been previoufly prepared for 
fhooting out young leaves, by breaking off the old: by the months 
of October and November the worms have fpun their complete 
quantity, when the natives gather the concons, and fell them 
without further preparation, taking care to preferve as many as 
will furiiifh eggs for the fucceeding year. They fell the belt kind 
for two rupees eight annas the caw an, or one thouf.ind two hun¬ 
dred and eighty concons. 

It may be a queftion worth afking, whether, if the growth of 
the Mulberry-tree could be effected in thofe parts, this filk might 
not be improved to a . fine a quality as that of Caflimbuzar ? at 
prefent it is exceedingly coaife. 

ABRUCK—This is a fpecies of lflinglafs, and is dug out of fe- 
veral of the hills in the Jungle Terry ; its ufe is for making the 
fhining powder thrown by the Hindoos during the Hooly ; alfo 
the large (beets of it for making the lanthorns uled during the 
Mohr rum, Marriages, See. It fills for one rupee per inaund. 

In the Diftritt of Palgvmge, there grows a tree called Cooflum, 
the wood of which is ufed for the upper parts of the fugrtr-mills ; 
and fells for eight annas per flick, two of which arc a load for a 
(mail bullock. 

Great quantities of very indifferent fmall cattle arc likewife bred 
by the Jungle Teiry chiefs, and the ghee produced from them is 

an 
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an article of trade, but to very fmall amount, the greater part 
being expended in the country. 

Thefe are all the productions peculiar to this country that de- 
ferve any remark.—There is alfo a good deal of wax produced in 
the Rajahmahl Mills, which the civilization of the Mountaineers 
may in time render an article of trade ; but at prefent it is de- 
ftroyed by their eating the combs, honey, and wax all together. 

ART. II. The trade of thefe countries is after all very inconfiderable, 
Trade. becaufe all the articles are amazingly bulky or heavy in propor¬ 
tion to their value; and there being no navigable river leading 
* from or to this country, the whole is forced to be conveyed upon 
bullocks, who fufFer extremely, and are foon deftroyed by the 
rockinefs and badnefs of the roads; infomuch that 1 may fately 
venture to aliert, that any merchant of fuffieient confequence to 
employ agents who fhould undertake this trade, would be a lofer 
of part of his capital; as I could prove, if 1 t hought it would be 
doubtful after the account 1 have given of the value of the articles, 
and when it is confidered that the neareft market for any goods is 
upwards of fifty cofs from the medium places of purchase, which 
diftan.ce the goods mull go by land carriage ; and that in general 
the value of a bullock load of goods, will fcarcely defray the 
charges of the bullock and his driver, independent of, the impofi- 
rions of agents, the uncertainty of markets, the damage ol goods 
by keeping, and the death and infolvency of thofe to whom 
money may be advanced for the providing of goods. 
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The foie trade carried on at prelent, is by the moll inconfidera- 
ble Bengallies, who by a complication of fmall profits, hav¬ 
ing no expence for agents, and but a fmall capital to invert, are 
enabled to continue their traffick to fome advantage ; tire ufuai 
method is this,—one of the family fixes his relidence at one of 
the capital villages in the Jungle Terry, and himfelf infpefts the 
preparation of the goods ; the reft live at their proper refidence, 
either in Bengal or Bahar, where they purchase at the firrt hand 
the goods wanted by the Jungle people; they drive their own 
bullocks to the place where the goods are ready prepared by the 
relation, who a£fs as fnftor in the Jungles, where the cargo is 
by barter fold to great advantage; the cargo of Jungle commodi¬ 
ties received, is then carried to Bahar or Bengal in the fame man¬ 
ner, and there again bartered for a fecond invert men t for the fame 
market, or fold at a confiderable profit for ready money. This 
double profit, unburthened with any charges, and fo rapidly com- 
pleated, accounts for the trade being as advantageous to thefe 
fmall traders, as it would be deftruftive to one who attempted it 
on any other terms. 

The articles imported, are cloth, oil, fait, tobacco, betle nut 
and leaf, pepper, garlick, afiafetida, opium, and all the com¬ 
mon fpices, but in fmall quantities;—turmurick, wheat, dawl, 
flour, and many other fmall articles not worth mentioning. 
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S ECTION IV. 

A R t. t. THE country is at prelent in a Hate of tranquillity, partly 

Pre’fcnt political owing to the ill fucccfs of their late military attempts, but ilill 
State of theCoun- . , . 

cry. more to an attentive management or the leading men who have 

JUNO L E fubmitted to our arms, and reconciling them to their fubjeftion; 

TERRY 

the country is under the bed: regulation imaginable, as to the fafety 
of the public roads, hitherto almoll totally obltr lifted; which 
has been effefted by nothing more than enforcing their ancient 
fyflem, the heft calculated for this country of any government 
whatever, and of which I will now give fome account. 

All thefe Jungle Terry Gaut walls, were formerly fubjeft to 
the leveral Rajahs, to whole territories their Gautwallies belong¬ 
ed; they paid a flight tribute in token of feodal obedience, and 
were bound to oppofe all invafions, (principally from the fouth) 
to attend their Rajahs when fummoned, with all their fol¬ 
lowers in arms, and to be relponfible for every violence and 
irregularity committed in their refpeftive boundaries :—their fol¬ 
lowers are ftill bound by the lame feodal ties to them, and have 
lands for feodal ferviccs ; nothing can be conceived more abfolute 
than the authority oF thefe chiefs over their vaffals ; the fear of 
death even, when fuzed on in war, is not fufficient to force from 
them the difeovery of any fecret reipefting their chief, his family, 
or property.—In the late war I experienced the greateft difficulties 
from this ftubborn attachment; but I could never avoid admiring 
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the honour and fpirit of feme of thofe who threw them in my 
wav. 

When the feveral Rajahs on whom all thele Gautwalls depend¬ 
ed, began to decline, the Gautwalls became licentious,—everyone 
was his own matter,—they went to war among themfelves on 
family quarrels,or thofe refpe&ing boundaries; at lart utter anar¬ 
chy enfuing, all thofe who had the greatett force plundered their 
neighbours, who reimburfed themfelves again, by attacking, like 
hearts in the rtate of nature, thofe who were weaker than them.— 
The natural confequenccs of this, were both licentioufnefs and 
poverty, rtarying among themfelves ; the lower clafles of people 
began plundering the plain country and high roads, in which 
they were, 1 believe, not uufrcquently encouraged by their chiefs, 
who alio withheld the tribute which government demanded of 
them, as poflefling thofe territories on which their Gautwallies 
depended; their outrageous enormities compelled government to 
fend the battalion of light infantry agaiutt them, which after a 
long rtruggk, has brought them into that rtate of dependence, 
which they formerly had on their feodal Lords ; at the fame time 
that a much higher tribute is levied on them.—This latter circum 
ftance may be proper enough as a badge of their fubje&ion after 
rebellion, and to be continued for a time, but not long enough 
to alienate their attentions from the ftate. 

Almoft all the Gautwalls of the Jungle Terry, and a great 
many of the inhabitants, are of a tribe called Buyahs, they are 
looked upon as but a low cart by the Hindoos of any rank and 
know ledge, though the chiefs do not fcruple to wear the Zinnar\ 

F 2 from 


SECTION 4. 


t 2 4 J 

from this fimilarity of caft, all the chiefs throughout the country 
were connected by marriage, and from this connexion, a general 
union of counsels and arms takes place on all apprehenfions from 
government, or from any foreign enemy.—Their followers are of 
the character of undifciplined foldiery in all countries, turbulent, 
rapacious, and idle, and think their time much better employed 
in plundering cattle, and deftroying villages, than in cultivating 
their lands. Their attachment to their chiefs is extreme, as has 
been obferved before.—They are armed with good matchlocks, 
fvvords and targets, very few bows and arrows being ufed in thefe 
jungles; and their method of fighting is by ambufeades in the 
woods, where they fire upon their enemy unpcrceived; but 1 have 
heard they fometiraes fight pretty clofely among themfelves.— 
They have alfo many forts, but now they know better than to 
relv on them againft our troops. With rcfpedl to the admini- 
flration of juftice, there appears to have been none, till the country 
was put under my infpef lion, but the Zemindary courts in each 
Zernindary, fomcthuig like our ancient courts of Barony: here 
the Zemindars decided all caufes civil and criminal, and proceeded 
to capital punifhments even without appeal; though they feem 
to havepunifhed capitally only in cafes of murder, theft, adultery, 
fornication and witchcraft; in all which cafes when the fad was 
doubtful, the ordeal trial by fire 01 water was fir ft undergone, and 
decided on the guilt or innocence of the party. 

As long as thefe people are armed and pc ^effed of a country 
in itfclf as ftrong as a fortification, as long as the feodal iyftem 
prevail?, fo long will the Zemindars and inhabitants of the Jun¬ 
gle Terry poffcfs the means of raifing difturbances whenever 
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diflatisfied with government.—The queftion which mu ft naturally 
a rife upon this is : “ Would it not then bo proper to difarm them, 
and break the feodal dependence ?” Were I to atifwer the queftion 
it fhould be with the ftrongeft negative, and my reafons would be, 

j. Becaufe their being difarmed is what they would oppolb 
almoft at the price of their total extirpation. 

2. Becaufe if you did fucceed in <b farming them, you would 
thereby uncover your whole frontier towards the IVIahrattah s, the 
natural enemies of this ftate, who might be oppofed to great ad¬ 
vantage by thefe feodal foldiers if attached to our interefb ; but if 
difarmed and utterly difgufted, their places muft be fupplied by 
regular troops, of whom a prodigious force would be. neceflary 
to guard the principal paflfes, and after all, ineffectual, fincc none 
but the natives of that country can exifl: in thofe difmal ua- 
wholefome mountains and jungles in which the paffes are im¬ 
mediately fituated ; and if they could, they would be eternally 

.liable to furprize definition, while the hatred of a whole 
people attended them; whereas it feems to me, that a proper 
management of thofe people, would make them as v. f.tul aibjeCts 
as any belonging to the flate. 

I 

3. Becaufe.. the abfolute authority given by the feodal fyflern, 
is indifpenfably neceflary, for the readily aflembling and diftri- 
buting for defence, this armed Peafantry ; and the apprehenfion 
of all kind of offenders with the greateft expedition, in a country 
where the ufuai modes of juflice are io ealily defied or evaded ; 
and alfo, that the devoted attachment that they have to their 
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chiefs, enables you by conciliating them to your mtereft, to fecu’.e 
the whole diftridl. 



If I be dked what (houkl then be done, I anfwer, correft the 
bad, and improve the good parts of the prefent fyftem, rather 
than overturn the whole to ereCt a new one, which, though per¬ 
haps better in {peculation, would be attended with more evil m 
its eftabliihment, than would ever be com pen fated by all the good 
it could be capable of producing. 


I will in the next Setfion point out, what to my judgment ap¬ 
pears the be ft mode of effeaing this improvement. 

AU , II. it may afford feme relief from fo dry and unentertaining a 

Ch#r*£lcri of rhe detail, to give ill this place, the characters of fom, of the m ft 
principal Chici>. cllie & in thefe jungles, cfpecially as the account is 

founded on my perfonai knowledge of them all. 


It may not be improper here to obferve, that the htghcft title 
given to the Buyah Zemindars, who are the original heads of 
families, is that of Tekoit; fecond fens or younger brothers of 
Tekoits, (even though they have founded new Zemindar.es, or 
are become ever fo powerful) are only (tiled Takoors, and all 
the younger branches, are denominated Baboos.—It is true, their 
fuperior lords have fometimes flattered feme of them, with the 
title of Rajah (as thofe of Serampoor and Palgunge for inftance) 
but their own tribe pay but little regard to it, and thinlc that not 
being ancient, it conveys no honour to the pol ctlor.- 1 he 
general charafteriftic of thofe chiefs, is a great ihare ot family 
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and perfonal pride, a high veneration for military achievements, 
particularly thofe, wherein perfonal fkill and bravery have ap¬ 
peared.—In war they fight with the fame arms, and almofl naked 
as well as their foldiers, and partake with them of every kind of 
hardfhip and danger.—This may fuffice for their general char¬ 
acters :—as to the particular ones, 1 fhall arrange them according 
to the divilions to which they belong, as has been done with all 
the other articles, and not by the fcale of their perfonal or terri¬ 
torial importance; the number of thofe whofe characters I fhall 
infert, will bear no proportion to the multitude of petty Zemin¬ 
dars in thefe diftriCts ; but in the Jungle Terry, as well as in 
more civilized ftates, there are but few characters of any great 
weight or influence, whom the bulk of the fociety feem to have 
been merely created to follow. 


C U R R U C K D E A. 

LOLMUN MAHTOO,—as the Foujdaar of this place, is at 
the fame time a native, and a Zemindar of it: I fhall mention him 
firfh 

This man’s name is Lolmun ; to which is added the title, 
Mahtoo, fignifying Dewan, among the Jungle chiefs. He is by 
birth a Gwallah, and was formerly Mahtoo to Miguelfing, the 
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Zemindar of Gonub, at that time no very confiderable family: 
when Catngaf Cawn firft attempted the conqueft of Curruckdea, 
he was oppofed for two years by Durrumdeo, the Zemindar 
of Sutgomah, lying weft of the Curruckdea Pafs; who had 
then two thoufand men under his authority, whofe Zemindary 
commanded the entrance into the pafs; however, the great mi¬ 
litary reputation of Comgar Cawn, and the force he commanded, 
led every one to believe he would certainly make a conqueft of 
Curruckdea at laft; on this oecafion Lolmun advifed his inafter 
Miguelfiqg, to go over to Comgar Cawn, and conduft him into 
the country by another road, (the Singher Pafs; which would 
oftablilh him in his favour for ever; whereas, by joining in the 
refiftance, he inuft fooner or later fhare in the general ruin: his 
maftei followed his advice, went over to Comgar Cawn, conduct¬ 
ed him into the country, which was conquered, and for his fer- 
vices received feveral Jaghiers, had his Zemindary at a very low 
rent, and Sunnuds granting him one anna on every rupee colle&ed 
in the whole Zilla of Curruckdea, which he ftill holds.—Lolmun 
had alfo feveral Jaghiers granted to him, and was appointed Fouj- 
daar of the Zilla, which office lie has held with little interruption 
for twenty-five years: he is an old man, of coniiderable abilities, 
confideriug his origin, is perfectly verfed in the revenues of that 
Zilla, has a eouftderable lhare of perfonal courage, and fome 
military knowledge acquired under Comgar Cawn ; but at the 
fame time he is artful, rapacious, and little to be relied on in 
point of veracity:—but his local knowledge of the country and 
revenues, the weight he has among the Zemindars, from the 
length of time he has held this office, and the confidence placed 
in him by Comgar Cawn, render him by far the fitteft man for 
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col leaving that diftrift, provided he is under the inipechon ot 

a perfon capable of judging for himfelf, avoiding the influence of 

his mifreprefeutations, and preventing the effedts of his rapacity, 

his private piques again ft particular families, and his partiality 

towards others, particularly that ot Gomah. I believe this man 

was a principal advifer in the meafure of affording Jagernaut Deo 

(belter, when he fled to Curruckdea in 1 773 * a ^'° that °t 

uniting the Zemindars of that diftrid in the fcheme of aftifting 

him with men, &c. to attempt the expulfion of my battalion in 

177^; a confcioulnefs of this made him prepare for flight, when 

1 went to Curruckdea in March 1775; but as I forefaw that a 

general ruin of the Zilla would follow my then expreffmg my 

lelentment, I wrote him to return, allured him of my protection 

and favour, and on his coming in, confirmed him in his office and 

privileges; whereby that diftrift was kept quiet for that time, 

and he by his office, retained within my reach, whenever 1 ffiould 

chute to call him to account. 

TEKOIT PERMAISHER SING,—the Zemindar of Gomah, 
is fon of Miguel Sing, mentioned above; his family was not ori¬ 
ginally very confiderable, nor are his abilities, but the weight 
given to him by the favour of Comgar Cawn, the having Lolrnuu 
a fervant of his family, at the head of the collections, together 
with his Jaghiers and other privileges, make him now ot confi¬ 
derable contequence ; his father was related to the uncle of Ja¬ 
gernaut Deo by marriage, and this zealoufly attached him to his 
intereft; but the great advantages he enjoys from' Government, 
will prevent his ever breaking out in difobedience as long as they 
are in his poffeflion. 
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TEKOIT BAHADER SING,-next in fituation to Gomah, is 
the Zemindar of Currurbarry, Behader Sing ; his diftrid bo* der¬ 
ing immediately on the eafl, as Gomah does on the well, of the 
Khalfah lands of Curruckdea: he is himfclf a youth of no 
great parts, but his Dewan is accounted a man of great capacity, 
and by his means his mailer’s consequence among the Zemindars 
is pretty conliderable, by keeping him clofely con netted with 
Lolmun and the Gomah family; his relation to Jagernaut Deo 
is through the family of Laidah, (the Zemindar of which is a 
coufin of Bahader Sing’s,) whole daughter was married in the 
year 1775 to Jagernaut Deo; alfo through the fame relation to the 
houfe of Serampoor. 

TEKOIT DUBRAJ SING,—on the fouth and eaft of Cur- 
rurbarry, is the Zemindary of Laidah, of which the Zemindar is 
Dubraj Sing.—He is a man of very moderate talents, and bis 
Zemindary but fmall ; however, he is fupported by his connettions 
by marriage, with the families of Serampoor and Currurbarry; 
through the intervention of the former of thefe, he in Ottober 
* 773 ’ gave his daughter in marriage to Jagernaut Deo, which has 
rendered him a firm adherent to him. 

RAJAH BISSAN SING,—eafl and a little to the northward 
oi eaft from Laidah, is the Zemindary of Serampoor, the Zemin¬ 
dar of which place, whofe name is Billiin Sing, is called Rajah ; 
which title was given and rendered hereditary, both to him and 
to the Zemindar of Palgunge, by fome of the Rajahs of Soor, 
on occailon of thofe Gautwalls performing fome particular fer- 
viccs tor them.—The charattcr of this man feems of a very ex¬ 
traordinary 
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traordiiiary nature, for though he has fa little capacity as ; >; to 
be able to tranfaft any bufmels, and his Zemindary is extremely 
ill regulated, yet he has a pretty confiderable political weight in 
the country, and was the principal man in the late confpiracy in 
favour of Jagemaut Deo, to whole Ion the daughter of Biflan 
Sing is married ; yet at the fame time, he has not had for mauy 
years fufficient authority to enforce the payment of a rupee from 
Cunihun Sing, for the Talook of Dcopoor, which is one-eighth 
part of the Serampoor Zemindary. The Zemindary of Seram- 
poor is a large one, and tolerably well cultivated. 

RAJAH SUBERAN SING,— foutlr and fouth-weft from 
Serampoor, is the Zemindary of Pal gunge, of which Suberan 
Sing is Zemindar, as 1 before obferved, with the title of Rajah : 
his ch a rafter is not much known, but looked on as facred, being 
High Prieft to the Temples on the Mountain of Parilhaut, fituated 
on the fouth fide of Palgunge, which Mountain alio enabled his 
father to evade the arms of Comgar Cawn, by hiding himfelf and 
his effefts there,and this hold inclines him to be prone to dilobedi- 
ence. lie has not any family conneftion with the houfeof Seram¬ 
poor, but they have always been of the fame counfel, perhaps, owing 
to the friendlhip arifing from the reciprocal good offices which their 
vicinity has enabled them to render to each other in times of calami¬ 
ty ; and this conneftion of friendfhip led him to join indireftly with 
the Serampoor Rajah, and his party, in favour of Jagernaut Deo. 
Thefe five houfes have always kept up a good intelligence with 
JLolmun Mahtoo, and he has often employed them to his own 
advantage, both in peace and war ; fometimes they have differed, 
but it has foon been adjufted; the whole Government of the 
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diftrltt is left to an uncle of the Rajah’s, vvhofe name is Toolfey 
■ig, a man equally able and turbulent, and by whofe advice 

every thing is done. 


TEKOIT JESSMONT DEO,—on the welter n boundary of 
Curruckdea, below the pafs, is fituated the Zemindary of Sutgo- 
man, of which Jeflmont Deo is Zemindar, who is a man of a 
tolerable (hare of capacity and courage. This Zemindary was 
once the tnoft confiderable in the whole Zilla. Comgar Cawn, 
who formed the defign of taking the whole Zilla of Curruckdea 
into his own hands, began by collecting a tribute from the Sutgo- 
mah Zemindar; this he refufed to fubmit to, and prepared to op- 
pofe Comgar Cawn’s entrance into Curruckdea, of which, as I 
have faid, this Zemindary was the weftern boundary ; the ftrength 
of the palfes, and the aid given to him by the other Zemindars, 
enabled him to defeat the defigns of Comgar Cawn for near two 
years; when the Gomah Zemindar joining Comgar Cawn, con¬ 
ducted him into the country by another pafs, it was fubje&ed, and 
the Zemindar of Surgomah was obliged to fubmit, and become 
tributary. He was however, pardoned, and allo'wed to hold his 
Zemindary: fometime after, Comgar Cawn being confined by 
Rajah Rnmnarain at Patna, a Foujdaar was feat on the part of 
the latter to coiled his revenues. The Sutgomah Zemindar from 
refentment again ft Comgar Cawn, joined the Foujdaar, and difeo- 
vered to him the places where Comgar Cawn had fecreted his 
wealth, which was feized on.—But Comgar Cawn ibon after ef- 
caping from prifon, and having already prepared by private letters 
every thing for driving out the Foujdaar, the very day he arrived, 
he feized on all the pafies round Curruckdea, and lent the Foujdaar 

word. 
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word, that he would fufFcr him to clcape on no other condition, 
than that of his delivering tire Zemindar of Sutgomah and his 
fon into his hands: the Foujdaar to fave himfelf, acquiefced in 
the propofal; and wrote Comgar Cawn to be near a certain pafs 
called Singhar, and he would then feize on the Sutgomah Zemin¬ 
dar, and deliver him up. He accordingly requefted the Sutgomah Ze¬ 
mindar to efcort himoutof that pafs ; the other not havingany fufpi- 
cion of treachery from a man to whom he had been fo ferviceable, 
confented to the propofal; and when the Foujdaar approached the 
pafs, he feized on the Zemindar and his fon, and delivered both 
into the hands of Comgar Cawn, who thereupon let him pafs.— 
Comgar Cawn kept both father and fon in confinement for above 
two years, and by repeated threats and promiles, extorted ulmoh 
all his wealth from the former, in hopes of faying ins life; after 
which he put both to death, and coliefted the Zemindary Kbafs: 
in this ft ate it remained for near three years, tilt the prefent 
Zemindar Jeffmont Deo, fecond fon to the one who was cut off, 
collecting a number of people together from the ieveral Zemindars 
in his intereft, entered the Zemindary of Sutgomah, drove out 
the force ftationed in the fort by Comgar Cawn, and laid the 
country wafte all round. Comgar Cawn from a fenfe of his 
.injuftice to this family, and to prevent lofs and delay in contend¬ 
ing with fuch a kind of enemy, fuftered him to make propofals, 
which he accepted, and eftabli filed him in his Zemindary; the 
greateft hatred has ever fince fubfifted in this family againft Lol- 
mun and the Goman family, both of whom they confider as en¬ 
riched by their treachery to the Sutgomah houfe, in joining 
Comgar Cawn. 
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TEKOI l SHEEPDUT SING,—-on the fouthward boundary 
of Curruckdea, clofe to that of Ramgur, is fituated the Zemin- 
dary of Dumchauns, the Zemindar of which is Sheepdut Sing, 
who is the fir/i military character of all the Buyah chiefs, having 
always lived with his neighbours in a {iateof warfare and plunder, 
particularly with the borderers of Ranagur, owing to ancient 
hereditary animofiries, which could fcarce fail to originate be¬ 
tween the lavage borderers of two rival Rajahs.—The fituation of 
the country, joined to his difpofition, lias given a military turn 
o' - mind to all his tenants, inlomucb, that on his having any 
projed} of plunder in view, every man of his Talooka, capable 
ot b. a ring arms,, takes the field with him, to the number as is 
faid, of five or fix hundred, and he has been known to carry his 
depredations into the very heart of Pachete ; this character has 
made him always be courted by tho/e who wi/hed at any time to 
raife di/Hirbanccs, at the fame time, that it rendered him an of- 
fenfivc objedt to the governors of the diftridt, who on their fide 
never moled any opportunity of mortifying and injuring him, 
particularly Lolmun Mahtoo, who piqued at the little rcfpedl 
/hewn him by this Gautwall, never failed to point him out as a 
rebel whenever troops were font into that Zilla, by which means 
his ? alooka was frequently pillaged, but he never fubmitted or 
came in in per/on. 



In 1768, when an infurredUon took place in favour of Khader 
Buckfii Khan, this Zemindar was the principal man who joined 
him, and animated by his private enmity again/l Lolmun, pro- 
pofed as the fir/} hoftilitv, the befieging the fort of Curruckdea, 
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of which Lolmun was then Foujdaar, and at the fame time 
laying wafte with fire and fword, the Talooka of Gomah, of 
which Lotmun’s original patron the Zemindar; the fcheme 
was approved, and Sheepdut Sing, who was the perfon employed, 
executed it to the greateft perfection: lome time after Lolmun 
propofed to come in to Khader Buckfh Khan, and to make his 
people give up the fort of Currttckdea, which they fti 11 continued 
to defend; his offer was accepted, but no fooner was he in the 
camp of Khader Buckfh Khan, than his old enemy Sheepdut 
Sing propofed to confine him, and extort from him a lum ot 
money ; this was accordingly done, and the fum fixed for his 
rcleafe, was twenty-eight thou land rupees, thirteen thoufand of 
which he paid, and was in confinement for the reft, when Capt. 
C’amac being fent with his battalion to fupprefs thofc commotions, 
Khader Buckfh Khan fled, and during his flight, Lolmun found 
the means of making his efcape ; food after he went and offered 
his fervices to Captain Camac, and revenged himfelf on Sheepdut 
Sing, by reprefenting him (and for once very juflly) as the 
principal offender in that rebellion, which induced that gentleman 
to attack him, deftroy his fort, and lay bis 1 alooka wafte, in 
which ft ate it remained all the time Captain Camac. ftaid in that 
Z\\h, whidh was five or fix months ; yet during that time, 
Sheepdut Sing would never come in, but carried on fome negoci- 
ations by his Vakeel, the refult of which was, his being foon 
after permitted to return to his Zemindaryon his former footing; 
but the refentment fubfifting between Lolmun and him, has 
never abated; he on his fide refilling ever to come near the 
Cutcherry, and Lolmun continually reprefenting him as a villain 
and a rebel; and in the year 1775, on an omiffion to pay fome 
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balances of revenue, Lolmun perfuaded Nutty Khan, the then 
farmer, to col left a number of armed men and plunder his 
Talooka, as the bell way of paying himfelf, which he did, and 
tins has ot courie increafed this Zemindar’s enmity, for Lolmun ; 
his peace was again made with Nutty Khan by Vakeel, and he 
returned to his falooka, a Ihort time before the delivery of the 
Zida over to my charge ; in 1775 * Lolmun again made mention 
of him to me, as a man who had been humbled a little, but 
whofe utter deftru&ion was abfolutely requilite for the peace of 
the country; but as I was cautious of receiving wrong impref- 
lions, 1 deferred taking any flops againfl him till i could prove 
his difobedierice, and fhort’y after, on my promife of fafety, he 
came in to me, and has ever fince remained peaceable and obedi- 
eur to government. 

i AKOOR C( NSHUN SING,—the Talooka of Deopoor, 
being one-eighth part of the Zemindary of Serampoor, is poi- 
fefl'ed by this man; it being the portion allotted about one 
hundred yrars ago, to one of his progenitors, who was the 
younger brother of the then Zemindar, the tide of Takoor, im¬ 
plying rhe iflueof the ft con J branch of the family; the prefent 
lakoor Cunfhun Sing, is a man of lefs capacity than courage and 
integrity, of which, he gave proofs, firfl with refpedt to tire 
family of Jagernaut Deo, arid afterwards to Government, on the 
following occafion : the elder filler of Cunfhun Sing being married 
to the father of Durrum Deo, on the expul (ion of Jagernaut Deo 
and his family in 1*73, the women, children, and property of 
Durrum Deo, were fecured at Deopoor, where he alfo refided 
himfelf; and on the general confederacy of the Buyah chiefs, 
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Gufirtum Si tig Supplied his proportion of men and arms for toe 
•r tacks made on the ftatjonsof the battalion. In coufequence of 
intelligence received on all thefe points in July 1775, finding all 
my attempts to fuprize jngermut Deo or his party in vain, 1 
S relblved to attack their friends and allies; and as Cunlhun Sing 
had atted with great infolence, in declaring h;s determination to 
relift Government, and was in poflelfion of aflrong fort, l thought 
an attack on him would be exemplary, and might be decifive, as 
the family of Durrura Deo was in the fort; I therefore, by an 
expeditious march of twenty-three cols, invefled the fort the 
20th July, and took it the fame night; but the garrifon eleaped 
by favour of tlie darknels; and the number of troops being in- 
fulBcient to furround fo large a fpace, with little lofs, after 
having kept up a conftant fire from nine in the morning till 
twelve at night, 1 deftroyed the fort, and alt the villages and 
grain in the diftrict, after which 1 delivered it in charge to the 
Serampoor Rajah; both with defign to keep Cunlhun Sing out 
cfFe&uatiy, and alio to encreafe the enmity already fubfifting be¬ 
tween him and Biflan Sing, fenfible that to fubjugate thefe people, 
it was firft neceflary to divide them ; Cunlhun Sing, thus ex¬ 
pelled, and diftrefl'ed by the enmity of the Rajah, was obliged to 
Hi bruit, and about the middle of Auguft wrote me, that if I 
would fend him Betel, he would deliver himfelf up; this was done, 
and on his arrival, being willing to remove all obftacles to the 
fubmiflion of others, 1 received him with kindnels, and only re¬ 
quiring of him to bring in Durruni Deo, on promife of pardon, 
difmifled him with the diftinftiou of a Khelat, and afiurance of 
future favours on performance of his eiigagepaent. 
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In October he brought in Du rut m Deo, and immediately re- 
flored to him his Talooka, by virtue'of the authority given me 
by Government, to ufe fiich means as appeared to me moft advife- 
able for the general benefit of the country. It may not be uuin- 
terefling here to relate two circumftances charadteriflic of the 
honour and refolution of this man; when the news of the de- 
ftiuftion of Deopoor, arrived with Jagernaut Deo, Durrum Deo, 
frightened for the event to his family, went immediately over 
to the Jungles, whether Cunfhun Sing had fled, where lie la* 
mented his misfortune, that his only friend fhould be ruined, 
while thole of Jagernaut Deo had efcaped ; and propofed imme¬ 
diately to fubmit at diferetion, as a Idler evil, than fuffering fuch 
perfecution ; this Cunlhun Sing objected to, and infilled on com¬ 
ing in himfelf; faying, that his death would be a fmaller lofs than 
that of Durrum Deo, and if lie was pardoned, who' was lb recent 
an offender, Durrum Deo might then fubmit with a confidence of 
fafety, which he accordingly did. The other circumftance is, 
that on his being fo well received by me, his friends advil'ed him 
to Oipulate favourable terms for himfelf before he undertook the 
bringing in Durrum Deo; but be rejected their advice, faying, his 
fubmilfion was amply rewarded by the pardon of his life, and he 
would trull to the gencrolity of Government for the reward of 
any future fervices he might perform. 

It is now proper to point out the caufe of difagreement between 
him and the Rajah Biflan Sing. I have before obferved, that he 
poflelfed by family right one eighth of the Zemindary of Seram- 
poor, for which he paid tribute to the Rajah ; about eight years 
ago, he obferved to the Rajah, that when this divifion was given 
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to his forefathers* their families and expences were fmall; that 
now his own were very great* and therefore he begged the Rajah 
to give him a larger Talooka; this the Rajah peremptorily refuf* 
ed, on which Cunfhun Sing withheld his rents entirely, and by 
means of his fort* and the number of his feodal troops, kept him- 
feJf utterly independent; this lias produced an extreme hatred 
• in the Rajah towards him, and the infults offered by him to 
Cunlhun Sing, when the Talooka was given in charge to him 
by me, have made it reciprocal and mortal. I will now point 
out the ufe to which I think the refentments of thefe Zemindars 
of Sutgomah, Dmnchauns, and Deopoor, may be turned, with 
refpefl to keeping the Zilla of Curruckdea in fubjeffion, as alfo 
the Reps already taken for that end. 

It is evident from the-preceding recital, that the Zemindar of 
Sutgomah will readily promote any thing for the humiliating and 
injuring of the Gomah family, or indeed any of the fa&ion of 
Lolmun Mahtoo; the fame principles, befkles a general love for 
plunder and rapine, adluate the Zomindar of Doornchauns; and 
Cunfhun Sing, it is clear, will give into every mealure for injuring 
the Rajah of Seram poor. 

The Reps neccfTary to be taken by Government to avail itfelf 
of thefe difpofitions, were to foment their differences, and remove 
any thing that might promote an union of intereRs; this ] have 
done, by exempting the two firfl from the duty of one anna paid 
to the family of Gomah; fupporting the pretentions of Cunfhun 
Sing againfl the Rajah of Serampoor, and bv fettling all difputes 
about boundary, &c. in favour of thefe Zemindars; and as the 
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only general principle likely to unite them to the other Zcni'iicLus, 
was to oppofe any increale ot rents, and to Eolmun, tor his favom 
towards them as Foajdaat; to prevent thefe, their rents are fixed, 
and I have taken the collection of them immediately into my own 
hands—they on their parts {wearing fidelity and feodal fervices 
to Government, whenever called on; thus I have iccured the ter- 
vices of thefe men, by whofe intimate knowledge of the country 
and haunts of the others, in cafe of diflfafte&ion among the reft of 
the Zemindars, I can injure them more in a month, than other- 
wife could be done in an age, by an apprehenfion of which, they 
are held in fubjection: for they have a proverbial faying in great 
repute among them, that Zemindars are fafe while united, but 
the defection of one will ruin a thousand ; adverting to the in¬ 
telligence he can give of their holds tor fecreting rheir families 
and property. This is all which need to be faid of the Jungle 
Terry of Curruckdea. 

GUIDORE,—the Rajh of Guidore was formerly of great 
extent, but the conquefts made from it by the Rajah of Bierboom, 
and Comgar Cawn. and the independency which thefe wars gave 
theGaut walls an opportunity of a {Turning, have reduced the pre- 
fent Rajahs Gopal Sing, and Durrup Sing, to fo low an ebb, that 
they can fcarcely recover fuffioient confequence to be of any 
political weight whatever; I {hall not therefore fay any thing of 
them, but fpeak of the only man of any confequence now in 
the diftridt, which is the principal Zemindar of Chackye. 

TEKOIT METNARA 1 N SING,—is the name of this man; 
and his Talooka, which includes the town and gaut of Chackye, 
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being bv far the large# of ten which compofe the Zilla, his 
power was proportionally great; and the Rajahs of Guido re 
having no power of late years, received by his influence fuch 3 
tribute as he chole to pay for himfeif and the other Zemindars.— 
he is an old man, poffeffed of low cunning, but little wifdom or 
refolution ; on the diftrift being put under my charge in 1774, 
1 e fled, and made.the reft follow his example; fame a£ts of 
feverity brought the others in, and a fettlement was made, but in 
the beginning of 1775, Metnarain Sing who had fled to Serampoor 
to J igernaut Deo and the other malcontents, returned with them ; 
on his advice, all the other Zemindars of Chackye took up arms 
and joined him, and the whole in conjjUnfUon with Jagernaut 
Deo, laid fiege to the redoubt which 1 built there by the orders of 
Government; l'ome time after Metnarain Sing offered to i'ubmit, 
and as he was the ffrff of the general confederacy who had done 
fo, I refolved to make his example tempting to others; I therefore 
gave him pofleftion of his Talooka, and as a punishment to the 
reft for their infidelity, 1 pot them all under Metnarain Sing’s 
authority, than which nothing could be more often five to thefe 
chiefs, who are as tenacious of their independency as the ancient 
Barons ; at the fame time they dared not revolt, as they knew that 
by Metnarain Sing’s intelligence, they would be deprived of a place 
of retreat. 

B 1 ERBOOM,—in this divifion of the Jungle Terry, there is 
not a Zemindar of fuflicient coufequencc to produce any confi- 
derable difturbance ; 1 fhali therefore only fpeak of two, one re¬ 
markable for his former oppofition, the other for his conftant 
and inviolable attachment to Government. 
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The firft is BABOO JESSMONT SING, who pofleflfesthe fmall 
Talooka of Ture, now collected by him as Zemindar; but formerly 
only as agent to Jageriiaut Deo, to whom the Rajah oi Bierboom 
g-rantecl that Talooka; this is -the man who held the fort of Ture, 
again ft Capt. Brooke in 1773. He is a man of courage, capacity and 
induftry, his family have been hereditary fervants to that of Ja- 
gernaut Deo for many ages, many ot them killed in that ferviee, 
and have always been diftinguilhcd for their capacity arm fidelity . 
on the acceffion of Jagernaut Deo, this man and his eider brother 
Bifl’umber Sing, were in great confidence ; they had the chief 
management of his affairs, and always were his advifers to keep 
on terms with Government, and fupprefs the licentioulnefs 0f 
his feudatory chiefs, who taking advantage of his youth, each 
affirmed an independency, and committed difbrders in the country, 
which thefe two men forefaw muft end in his ruin; the chiefs, 
related to Jagernaut Deo, incenled at this, ref lived to remove 
them, and about the year 1760, they afVaffinated Bitlumber Sing, 
and Jefimont Sing only laved himlelf by flight, and took Ihelter 
in the fort of Ture. Devoted to the ferviee of Jagernaut Deo, he 
defended this fort againft Captain Brooke, and though he after¬ 
wards fubmitted, and was pardoned, yet on the return of Jager¬ 
naut Deo in 1775, he again took up arms, but would not lufter 
Jagernaut Deo to attack the guard of Sepoys, pi fed in the 1 a- 
Jooka of Ture, declaring he would oppolc luch an attempt by 
force, as the execution of it would mark him out as a principal 
in this combination, though he in faff only afted in it as a fervant 
to Jagernaut Deo, and had always advifed his ioliciting any icu- 
fonablc terms of peace; for he laid he only joined him in conle- 
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quence of hrs being reduced to this latt attempt by necettifv, no 
terms having ever been offered him, Jeffmont Sing’s country 
was in confe quence of bis revolt entirely laid vvafle. On the fub- 
miffion of Durrum Deo in Odt. 177a* the whole party of Jagernaut 
Deo being red uced to the laff diftrefs by military execution carried 
on againft them, and alio by the defection of one of the principal 
members of the confederacy, JelTmont Singadvifcd Jagernaut Deo 
to entreat for terms, and offered to tiik thecomingin to me himfelf 
on receipt of Betel, which I granted, not with Banding his double 
revolt; being convinced, that by his means I fhould be enabled 
to lift the matter of this infurredtion thoroughly, and bring in 
whatever perfons I chofe: whereas a rejection of his lubmiflion, 
would have looked like an i implacability againfl the whole party, 
which was an apprehenfion I was particularly defirous of remov¬ 
ing: the event anfwered my expedition, for fhoitly after his 
pardon, he became the immediate means of bringing in his matter 
and the whole confederacy. 

The other character is BABOO ROOP DEO, the Zemindar of 
the Talooka of Rooney, who for above ten years has given iiis ut- 
mott afliftance to every officer acting in this country, efpecially thole > 
who have been employed ngaintt Jagernaut Deo, viz. Captain 
(now Col.) Cummings, Captain Brooke, and mylelf; this has 
produced the moft inveterate hatred againft him from all that 
party, and what may feem ttrange, he is equally difliked by the 
Bierboom Rajah, which appeared in a confpicuous light after 
Captain B-ooke’s leaving this quarter; for under a pita of balances 
due for ten years back, he applied for a detachment, by which he 
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Roop Deo out of the country, plundered him of all he had, 
and fet another perfon, a coufin, in his place ; on my getting the 
charge of the country, Roop Deo came to me begging for juft ice, 
and that p rot, a ion which his many fervlces .entitled him t0; 1 
granted him the latter in full; but unwilling todifturb the dift. ia 
by a revrerfal of authority, told Roop Deo he mull wait till the 
clofeof the year (then fix months old) when I would divide the 
diftria, which w as now put into my charge, between him and the 
incumbent; this Was in September 17/4 ; in February 1 775, began 
the war with Jagernaut Deo, wherein Roop Deo followed meat 
his own expence, without any dependence but promifes; and 
was the only pcrl'on who gave true intelligence, m which lemces 
fevcral of his people were cut off. In April I made the. divifion 
of the diftria; but in July, the other Zemindar, dify leafed at 
Roop Dec’s being reftored, though but to a part, concerted as I 
believe, with Jagernaut Deo, the plundering of Roop Dec’s 
family ; for while I was at Dcopoor, Roop Deo being with me, 
Jagernaut Deo with his whole force made an attack upon Rooney, 
and deftroyed every thing belonging to Roop Deo, at the fame 
time that die property of the coufin was left untouched ; this 
appeared fo palpable . piece of villainous collufion, that 1 imme¬ 
diately gave pofleffton of the whole Talooka to Roop Deo, fetting 
the other and his family afide for ever; thus the very means ufed 
for his deftru£tion, promoted his fortune, and this faithful adhe¬ 
rent at length received the reward due to his attachment and 
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CURRUCKPOOR.—TAKOO l JAGERNAUT DEO. 

The noife made in thefe diftri&s for years pad, on account of 
1 its man has beenfo great, that a particular relation of toe ciicum- 
dances of his charader and conduct will be expo&ed, which for 
the fake of perlpicuity, and for the proof that the rebellions he has 
headed, have originated more from others than from him, muft 
commence from the time of his predeceflbr, whofe name was 

LUCHMIN DEO.—This man, from whom the town and fort 
Qf Luchrmpoor take their, name, was pofietled ot extraoidinanly 
g re at qualities, and in his wild and favage di'trwfts, cxercikd all 
the duties of a good fubjed to Government; an able and juft 
ruler to his fubjeds, and a brave and adive leader of his feodal 
foldiers: it was the capacity of this one man, which formed his 
troops to a degree of fkill and intrepidity, that made him formi¬ 
dable to all his neighbours, and almoft entirely independent of 
Mazaffer Ali, the Rajah of Curruckpoor; who rebelling agaiuft 
Government, and fummoning Luchmin Deo as his vaflal, to 
afl'rft him with his troops, was anfwercd, that he was a fervant 
to the Subah, and if MuzaiTer Ali forgot his duty, it was no 
leffon for him to follow, the Rajah attempting to enforce obedi¬ 
ence was repulfed, and ever after totally disregarded. 

Luchmin Deo died in 1755, and leaving no iftue, adopted 
Jagernaut Deo, foil to his. brother Kirrum Deo, then about 
feventeen years of age.-—For this boy he entertained a ftrong 
affection when he was young, hut before his death lie repented 
of the adoption, on obferving the unftcady and inconftant con- 
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dua of Jagernaut Deo, which was eternally varying according 
to the laft advice given him ; and that far from having any idea 
of enforcing due obedience from his inferiors, he was fometimes 
flattered, fometimes intimidated by the very chiefs, who, on Luch- 
min Deo’s death, were to be his vaflals: befides which, his extra¬ 
vagance was fuch as promifed to annihilate more than the entire 
revenue produced in his whole diftria ; of courfe it required no 
very great difeernnaent to perceive -that he mull very foon be in¬ 
volved in difputes with Government on the fubjed of rents. 

The commencement of Jagernaut Deo’s government was Ant* 
able to this charafter ; engaged in every fpecies of expence and 
debauchery, he diffipated every rupee he could lay his hands on, 
which by the way, war. not much, for the Baboos ot his family 
perceiving his inattention to every thing but pleafure. Very foon 
refufed to pay any thing for their refpe&ive divifions of the 
country; and being at the head of all the feodal fokliery, they 
had little fear of his ever being able to compel them to obedi¬ 
ence, as I Aichmin Deo had frequently done, by means of hired 
troops; flnee Jagernaut Deo had by means of his own extravagance 
deprived lumfelf of the fources of wealth to pay them with : they 
allured him, however, that they were ready to fight for him to 
the laft extremity, and that thus united, they were more than a 
match for any force that could be fent againft them : in this ftate 
they continued fome time; in 1761 or 1762, the Nabob Mir 
Coffim, having feizedon Rajah Muzaffer Ali by fame ftratagem, 
fent one Golab Roy as his Aumil, to collea the diftria of Cur- 
ruckpoor on the part of Government; this man who had a large 
force of the Nabob’s regimented Stpoys and other troops under 
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his command, determined to make an attempt to fubjugate Jagcr- 
naut Deo, and impofe fueh a tribute on him. as he thought 
proper: with this view he made a fudden ziicurfion into that 
country, at the time when all the grain had been cut and laid up 
for thrclhing; and as the Buyalxs were quite off their guard, he 
got into the very heart of tiieir country by one march of twenty- 
cols, and took poJl'effion of feveral of the principal magazines.— 
The Buyafes were at firft ignorant of his force and defigns, but 
when they found what they were, they determined not to fub- 
mit; however, as they dreaded the force which the Nabob, who 
then refided at Monghier, might fend into the country in cafe 
of their affaulting his Aumil, they endeavoured to bring Golab 
Roy to fome agreement, but in vain, as he would not abate from 
his firfi: demands ; they then refolved as a laid effort, to addrefs 
the Nabob himfelf, and for that end diipatched a Vakeel to re- 
prefent their cafe, and to allure his excellency that they were 
ready to pay the lame tribute as his predecelfors had always re¬ 
ceived from Luchmin Deo, and they hoped his excellency would 
accept that, and not drive them to defpair; to this the Nabob 
replied by a Perwannah, giving them to underftand that he had 
not given orders for any encreafe of their tribute, and that they 
were to be guided by the Sunnud he granted Jagernaut Deo about 
two years before.— With this reply, the Vakeel returned ; upon 
which the Buyahs, who were now relieved from every apprehen- 
fion on the fide of the Nabob, immediately refolved to attack all 
the polls eftablifhed by Golab Roy, and cut them off in one 
night; to effect this, fecrecy and filence were lecdfary, to pre- 
ferve the latter of which they determined to ufe no fire arms, and 
to occupy the roads leading from one pofc to the other, fo that 
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no,dragglers might efcape to carry intelligence; Golab Roy had 
pojfb d three hundred BurcunclafTes at a place called Jumdah, two 
hundred and fifty at another five cofs diftant, called Kudhar, two 
companies of the Nabob’s Sepoys in the fort of LuchmipOor, 
three cols from Jumdah ; and was himfelf with about one thou- 
fand Burcundafles at Durrumpoor, about four cofs from Luchmi- 
poor, not in the leaft fufpe&ing an attack, as the Buyahs had 
made no kind of movement for two or three months. 

The Buyahs led on by Jagernaut Deo, began their attack on 
Kudhar about eight at night, and cut off that party to a man; 
by about one in the morning they got to Jumdah, and l’o effec¬ 
tually furprifed the party there, that of the three hundred not 
above thirty cfcaped: by day-break they furrounded the fort of 
JLuchmipoor, and fmnmoned the Sepoys to lay down their arms 
and march out, or that they fhould lhare the fate of the other polls, 
whofe flory they related, and lhewed their fpoils; the Sepoys, 
however, thought there was lefs danger in refuting, than com¬ 
plying with their recjueft, and therefore told them they were 
ready to march out, but would not deliver up their arms, as if 
they did, his Excellency would ditVnifs them all from his fervice ; 
after fome debate, Jagernaut Deo informed them that they might 
march out with their arms, but that it behoved them to be careful 
how they behaved on the march, for that if any irregularity was 
committed, he would attack them inftantly ; this they agreed to, 
and marched out accordingly, the Buyahs attending them to 
Durrumpoor; when they arrived there they informed Golab Roy 
that if he would inftantly quit the country, they would offer 
him no injury, but that if he refufed, they would invert the fort, 
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and whenever lie was obliged to leave it for want of water or pro- 
vifions, not a man of his party fhould efcape. Golab hoy re- 
fleaing on, and frightened at the fate of his other polls, agreed 
to tliis, and quitted the country, the buyahs attending him all 
the wav; and lome of his followers having been guilty of iome 
irregularities were fired upon, and fever al of them killed. 

I11 this manner did the Buyahs regain poileflion of their country, 
and it is not furprifing that a wild and uncivilized people, fhovitd 
form from this the moft fanguine opinion of their own military 
character, and defpife all ideas of dependence.— Add to this, tuat 
MuzafFer Ali the Rajah of Curruckpoor, having made his efcape, 
owing to the diffrefs and flight of the Nabob Mir Coflim, returned 
to his diftrid, and threw off all kind of obedience to Government; 
the Ruyah chiefs having now fo fair an opportunity of indulging 
their own fpirit of plunder under the fanaion of his name, laid 
afide all thoughts of paying any revenue to him or to Govern¬ 
ment, and plundered the territories of their neighbours ail round; 
every thing palled for the aa of MuzafFer Ali, though he was fo 
far from having any weight with theft chieFs, that on being 
obliged to fly through their diftria to avoid a detachment of our 
troops which was fent againft him in 1766, they plundered the 
greateft part of his baggage; at length he being made a prifoner 
in 1768, and the civilized parts of Curruckpoor being fettled, the 
true Rate of affairs began to appear; the tribute of the Jungle 
Terry fubjea to Jagernaut Deo, was demanded to be paid to the 
Honourable Company, in the fame manner as it had been before 
paid to MuzafFer Ali; but the Buyah chiefs intoxicated by the 
former FuccelTes and impunity, and imagining the' fhould have 
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as formerly, only Indoftany Aumils with their rabble of Peons to 
deal with, made but little account of the iummons, and continued 
to proceed, as if they were independent matters of their country: 
unluckily the detachment of Purgunnali Sepoys who were fent 
in aid of theFoujdaars, did not make any imp ref lion on the Rayah 
chiefs, but ufually returned more expeditioufly from their incur- 
hons than they advanced to them.—In the year 1770, on the ap¬ 
pointment of European Gentlemen to fuperintend the collodions 
of the refpedive dittri&s, Jagernaut Deo fent his Vakeels into the 
Colledor of the divifion to which he was fubordinate, and as 
on this occafion, his Agents had an opportunity of acquiring 
fome knowledge of our ftrength, and mode of fupportiug the au¬ 
thority of Government, he was on their information convinced 
of tV. neceffity of his laying afide his ideal independency, and 
paying his tribute; and he even confented to pay a tribute more 
cotifiderable than that formerly colleded by the Curruckpoor 
Rajahs ; in this, however, he foon found that lie had been pre¬ 
mature, for all his Baboos refufed to contribute any thing towards 
it; but told him that they were ready, as ufual, to fupport his 
independence with their lives; this reduced him to the neceflity 
of breaking off his engagement with Government, or paying the 
whole tribute from his divifion. In thefe circumftances, BuflUmbar 
Sing, the brother of Jeflfnont Sing, who has been mentioned be¬ 
fore, and who was then his chief councilor, advifod him to lay the 
true ttate of the cafe before Government, and apply for fome force 
to compel the Baboos to pay their proportion. On the firtt advice 
ot this, they allafiinated Bullumbar Sing, and endeavoured to do 
the fame to JeUniont Sing, but he found means to efcape, and 
fecure himfelf in the fort of Ture. By the death of BufTumbar 
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Sing, the meafure of applying to Government for aid (which was 
the only one by which the affairs of the Zemmdary could have 
been put upon a footing to anfwer his engagements) was totally 
laid alide, the revenues fell every year in arrears, and thefe ba¬ 
lances were always carried on in the name of Jagernaut Deo, he 
being the Zemindar, in fad, though poffeiTed of as little authority 
as the ancient kings of Europe had over their potent barons. 



In this ftate things continued till the end of 1772, or com¬ 
mencement of 1773, when the Gentleman, who was then Collec¬ 
tor of that diftrid, thought that a perfonal vifit to the country 
would induce Jagernaut Deo to pay off his balances ; accordingly 
he fet out, and took with him two companies of Purgunnah 
Sepoys winch were under his authority; he had previoufly fent 
a Jematdar’s party, to remain at Luchmipoor, till the balances 
fhould be paid; but principally, I believe, to difeover whether 
there was any chance of his being oppofed when he fhould attempt 
entering that country himfelf. 

Neither Jagernaut Deo nor any of his Baboos made any open 
objedion to this; but when afterwards they heard that the Col- 
ledor himfelf was approaching with a larger force, they fufpeded 
that fome hoflilities would be attempted, and all the feodatories 
were ordered to their Nations, to be ready in cafe of emergency: 
Jagernaut Deo declares, and many of the people of the country 
confirm the affertion, that he gave the moft pofitive and particu¬ 
lar orders to all the people, that no kind of impediment fhould be 
given to the Colledor, but that they difobeyed his orders—ft is 

certain 
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certain, that the Collector's road lay unhappily through a ftrong 
pafs, which was occupied by one of the mod turbulent of the 

Baboos, and one moll intereded to keep things in confufion : be 
this as it may, on the Collector’s approach to this pafs, fitch a 
firing commenced as made him think a retreat the wifed move¬ 
ment he could make; nobody was killed, however, which makes 
it probable, that they only did it by way of trying what fort of 
enemy they were to expeCt; but the event was decifive, for the 
C'olleCkor quitted the country immediately, and convinced that 
tb.efe revenues were not to be collected by his Putgunnah Sepoys, 
he applied to government for abidance. 

A 1 W 

The dorps of light infantry was accordingly ordered into Jager- 
naut Deo’s country, to enforce the payment of his balances,— 
and Captain Brooke did march into that country in April 1773, 
having previoufly fummoned J tgernaut Deo to fettle his reve¬ 
nues; but Biflan Sing, the Zemindar of Mundar, which lays 
clofe to the frontiers of Jagcrnaut Deo’s country, who was in¬ 
truded with this fummons, never fent it; this the Buyahs fay, 
and Biflan Sing makes but a feeble vindication of himfelf; nor is 
it probable if this fummons had arrived, Jagernaut Deo would 
have expofed his Country to deflru&ion, by fruitlefs oppofition 
to fuch a force as the corps of light infantry, co-operatcd with by 
three companies of Brigade Sepoys, aCling under the collector of 
Bauglepoor, and two companies of Purgannah Sepoys, acting 
under the ColleClor of Monghier; nay, even if he had xefolved 
on oppofition, every perlon acquainted with thefe people knows 
very well, that they never will afliime a Ayle of info Lace or 
defiance, but will profefs unlimited obedience and humility, at 
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the very time they are in arms agatnft you ; I doubt not therefore, 
that had that lummons got to Jagernaut Deo, he would have 
ddpatched a Vakeel in dandy, with a mod humble reprefen tation 
of his fidelity and obedience, and not (as Biffin Sing told Captain 
Brooke) have torn the fummons, and fent him word that he did 
not know who he was: the motive which influenced Biflan Sing 
to this conduct was in all probability, a defirc to fee the power of 
that family reduced, which had been fo formidable to all its neigh¬ 
bours, and rmongft others to himfelf—-be this as it may, on re¬ 
ceipt ol this anfwer, Captain Brooke advanced into that country 
with a determination to lav it wade, till jagernaut Deo thould 
fubrnit; and had this plan been perfevered in, it would have been 
by far the bed, and indeed the only one of any efficacy again ft 
thefe people ; but, by intelligence he had received, lie was led to 
believe, that Jagernaut Deo, together with his family, and every 
thing of any value, were all fliut up in the fort of Ture, and that 
the taking of that would be decifivc of the fate of the whole 
country. Though this w'as very far from being the cafe in any of 
thefe particulars, yet one good arofe from it, which was, that the 
Buyahs (who well knew where their property, &c. was) were 
difappointed in their expectation of feeing the battalion march for 
Jumdah and Luchmipoor, where they were prepared to receive 
them in their full force, having lined the avenues to thofe places 
with all the troops of the diftriCt.—However, though this danger 
was avoided, yet the expedition to Ture was not unattended with 
iofs, for when Jeflmont Sing faw the progrefs of the battalion 
marked with hoftility, and that it had advanced in that manner 
to w ithin about two cofs of liis boundary, he difpatched a part 
of his force into a ftrong bamboo Jungle, which extends from 
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fhe boundary to the town and fort of Ture: upon the battalion’s 
entering this Jungle, the Buyahs began firing, and continued till the 
battalion had got through, but with little execution ; the battalion 
came out of the Jungle very near the fort, where JelTmont Sing 
was with his principal force, but not a lhot was fired from thence, 
which joined to other eirCumftances, made Captain Brooke believe 
the fort wasdeferted. A party of Sepoys fent to draw ofi the fire 
of the fort in cafe it fliould not be defer ted, neglecting the orders 
Captain Brooke gave them, ran up to the veiy ditch ; from which 
few of them returned, and many others following them to the 
fame place, a great, lofs enfued, and the battalion unaflilled with 
guns, huld rs or any thing elfe but their firelocks, were obliged to 
drawoff, though headed by an officer whofe military reputation 
is too defervcdly great, to require any eulo fium of mine, and 
who, upon this, as upon all other qccalions, did every thing that 
was to. be done.—The battalion after this, remained encamped a 
few cofs from Ture, near two months, waiting for guns to attack 
the fort, and in the interim the enemy found means to carry oil all 
their property from every part of the country u nmole tied ; when 
the guns arrived, an attack was defigned, but the enemy, who had 
till'then fluid in the fort, now left it, and Captain Brooke cau fed 
it to he deflroyed; after this. Captain Brooke cantoned during the 
rains, at Chackyc, and ufed ail his endeavours to induce.Durrum 
Deo, or Miguel Sing, who were neareft in blood to Jagcrnaut Deo, 
to come in and take charge of the country, in order effectually to 
exclude Jagernaut Deo; after fome time Miguel Sing came, upon 
advice of which, Jagernaut Deo finding that they were likely to 
make their neace and probably would do it at his expence, he being 
exprcfsly excluded from pardon, fled from the country, and took 
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up his reftdence at Seratnpoor with the Rajah Bill an Sing.—The 
country was given in charge to Miguel Sing.—Whether this man 
ferioudy intended to endeavour to keep pofieffion of this Zemin - 
-clary for himfelf, or whether (which is moll confident with the 
prejudices and characters of thefe people,) he only wanted the 
handling of the revenues with defign to quit his engagements 
with Captain Brooke, and rejoin his old friends as toon as he had 
got what he could, is a point impoffible now to prove either way, 
for foon after the time I mention, he failed in payment of his 
rents, and was thereupon deprived of all truft and confined ; from 
which period we may date all the fubfeqent confulion, which 
ended in a general confederacy for refloring Jagernaut Deo,—for 
upon the confinement of Miguel Sing, confidence ended on both 
tides; Captain Brooke was afraid to trull any of that family with 
the country or revenues, and they on their part were as diffident: 
of relying on promifes of fecurity and fupport from him; the 
effects were corrd'pondent to the caufes, they began to lay the 
bails of a re-union with Jagernaut Deo, and Captain Brooke de¬ 
termined to colled the country Khafs, of courfe to fet afide all 
the branches of that family, to which meafure (of itfielf fuffici- 
ently odious to the whole country) was added another which pre¬ 
cipitated the general confederacy to a&ion fooner than otherwife 
would have happened ; this was an attempt to difarm all the feodal 
foldiery. Upon this occafion, a great quantity of arms were at 
firft got hold of by an unexpected feizure of ail the chiefs, who 
were yet within reach; but as foon as the defign was difeovered, 
all the remaining arms which were by far the g' eateft part, were 
fecreted, and from this infta.it, there was no reafonable foundation 
■to hope for a continuance of peace.—The Jaghiers of all the 
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chiefs and feodal fokliery were feized on and colIe6led Khafs, and 
thofe men had the alternative of ftarving or turning ploughmen, 
who had always hitherto lived in eafe and idlenefs.-—1 leave it to 
any perfon to judge of the degree to which they muft have de- 
tefted the prefent, and regretted the former Government. The 
univerfal with was, that the country fhould rather lie wafte for 
ever, than be poflefied by Government upon terms which ieemed 
to the Zemindars, the very height of opprellion, and nothing 
prevented their inftantly flying to arms, and difperfmg all the Riots 
who had fettled, but the fear that Miguel Sing, who was ftill a 
prifoner, fhould be made to anfwer for it with his life. 

As this brings me to the period when the Jungle Terry was 
put under my charge with all theie inaufpicious circumftances, 

I muft digrefs from the fobjeCt a little, juft to obierve, that very 
foon after my appointment to this command, and as form as I 
quitted the partial and felf-intercfted informations of the depend¬ 
ents of government, to acquire a real knowledge of the date of 
the country, from the Zemindars and inhabitants of it; I found 
that the whole Settlement of the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, was 
made upon fuch a footing, that nothing but utter confufion was 
to be expected, and that in a very lhort time :—as I knew how¬ 
ever, that Jagernaut Deo bad been reprd'ented to Government in 
luch terms, that nothing could be done in h‘s behalf without ex- 
prefs orders from the board; nay, that this very fettlement had 
been confide red as lolicl and durable, I therefore made a propolal 
for power to endeavour to bring him to come in, as I was fenfibie 
a very lhort time muft: put an end to ali poftibiiity of collecting 
the country Khafs, of courfe that it was better to fecure the 
a future 
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future peace of it, by reftoring this Zemindar under proper limit¬ 
ations, than be compelled, to difengage if from confulion, by giv¬ 
ing it to any one who would take it, which I knew mu ft ulti¬ 
mately be the cafe, if the enemy (as was probable they would) 
fhould avoid running any rilk from encountering our troops, and 
only keep the country in confulion by robbery, and preventing 
the inhabitants from cultivating their lands ; fmce, when once a 
Zemindar has been expelled his country, and all hopes of pardon 
excluded, there is no further injury can be done to him, nor 
would he be caught in thefe Jungle countries, if you (houid pur- 
fue him for a century.— The important btifinefs in which govern¬ 
ment was at that time engaged, prevented my letters being 
anfwered ; foon after, finding that a general confederacy was plan¬ 
ning at Serampoor, for invading the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, 
at the feafon w r hen government ihould expedt to reap the benefit 
of the Khafs collettion, and by laying the country wafle, and 
difperfing the Riots, to reduce government to the neceftity of re- 
ftoring the Zemindars to prevent a conftant and fruitlefs expence : 
—as Curruckdea was not under my authority at the time, I 
could do nothing againft the confederacy while there,— 1 therefore 
applied to government, to put that diftridl under my charge, and 
authorize my proceeding immediately againft the abettors of 
Jagefnaut Deo, (if they were determined not to permit his fub- 
miffion) which I knew would produce a diverfion of Efficient 
length, to enable die revenue fervants to collect the Jungle 
Terry of Curruckpoor unmolefted,—after which, conciliatory 
meafures might be purftied with the better grace, but the em¬ 
ployment of the board prevented the timely anfwering of this 
add refs alfo. 
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By this time, the confederacy was ftrengthened by the accefhon 
of aim oft every Zemindar who had felt an enerer.fe of tribute, 
but ft.ill they were reftrained from action by the confinement of 
Miguel Sing, and I on my part, could ufe no means for breaking 
it, without orders from Calcutta. 

At this critical juncture, two circumftances happened, which 
brought on immediate hoftilitics, the one was my being com¬ 
pelled for the prefervation of my life from a 1110ft violent fever, 
to quit the Jungles and proceed to Burdwan, which the Buyaha 
imagined, put a flop to all military or political proceedings till 1 
fhould return; the other was the death of Miguel Sing ; this hap¬ 
pened early in January 1775.—As foon as 1 heard of it, 1 knew 
what was to be expe&ed, but was at this time rendered by my 
fiekncfs incapable of rifing from my bed, 1 fettt luch orders, 
however, as I thought would beft provide againft the evil appre¬ 
hended, and again advifed government of the ftate of affairs.— 
Every day now teemed with intelligence of the flight of all the 
former feodatory chiefs, and their partly difarened followers, who 
had remained fallen in tlieir refpedive villages, from the time 
that tire Khafs fettlcment took place ; every inftant a general in- 
vafon was expeded of every one of the Khafs diftriefts;—I had at 
this time juft got ftrength enough to go about, but fenfible of the 
emergency of the cafe, 1 determined to return to my ftation— 
Juft at this time, the diftrid of Curruckdea was placed under my 
authority, upon which I immediately fet oft, determined to march 
my battalion to Serampoor, and fee if I could not even yet di(ap¬ 
point the intended invafton ; for this purpofe, 1 proceeded with all 
poflihle difpatch, and to prevent any lofsof time, I ordered the 
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battalion to advance to a place on the way to Serampoor, where 1 
purpofed joining it; but all my precautions were of no avail, the 
enemy had already entered the country in large bodies, under 
cover of thofe immenfe jungles which overfpread the diftritt, the 
Riots of the country, partly from affedlion, partly from fear, kept 
the fecret of their feveral places of rendezvous lb well, that it 
was problematical whether they were a&ually arrived or not, and 
the firft certain advice I had, was the day after I came to the 
corps; when a general attack was made upon the out-ports, 
which Captain Brooke had ftationed for preferving the peace of 
the country, and which 1 had not ventured to withdraw, as I 
knew that arrangement had met with public approbation : fome 
of thefe were almoft entirely cut off; others were driven from 
their ports with great lofs, and all that were within reach of me, 
to prevent their misfortune, I immediately called in, and proceeded 
after the enemy, who conftantly avoided coming near the batta¬ 
lion, and continued plundering and laying wnrte the country ; the 
fequel of tills is well known, and mo ft minutely detailed in my 
correfpondenee with the Honourable Board: it ended (when every 
other meafurc had been tried in vain) in the country being given 
to Roopnarain Deo, the Ion of Jagernaut Deo, upon condition of 
the father’s coming in on apromife of perfonai fafety, and ref cling 
with me, which he has clone, and it is fince that, that the true 
fprings of every thing have been known, as alfo the real character 
of this chief, which I think is neither fo good nor fo bad, as it 
has been defer!bed. 

As to the noife his name formerly made, it arole more from 
the depredations of his Baboos, than from any thing very dif- 
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tinguifhed on his part, though he certainly does not want tor 
courage, as has been fbmetimes thought.-— Fhe flatteries of his 
followers, and his luccefs again ft Golab Roy, and the Purgumiah 
detachments, certainly made him form a very undue opinion of 
his own and his followers military powers, of which he is now 
very fenfible. 

That he was raifed to the head of fo great a confederacy, was 
partly owing to Vis character, partly to extenfive family con¬ 
nexions, but more than all, to the perfecution he underwent from 
Government, and the fcheme of collecting his country Kinds, 
which the other Zemindars thought was only prefatory to a 
fimilar treatment of their countries alio, and that therefore', the 
caufe was as much theirs, as it was his;—aconclufion fo natural, 
that I don’t fee bow any other could have been drawn from thefe 
premifes, and which might afford a lefton to all Governments, if 
fuch were wanting;—never to furnilh any general principle, any 
point of union, which may ferve as the ftandard for a confederacy .j. 
to fly to, with the external appearance of only being ftruggling 
againft opprefiion, and the invafion of their juft rights. 

As to the reft of his, character, he is liberal to his inferiors, 
even to extravagance, and fo affable and polite in his behaviour to 
them, that they bear him the higheft affe&ion : he is ex pen live 

and addi&cd toplealure ; but I cannot conclude without adding to 

% 

the lift of his virtues, ffneerity and gratitude, which he has a 
larger fhare of than falls to moll of his countrymen whom 1 have 
feen. 


BABOO 
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BABOO ROOPNARAINDEO,—the ion of Jagernaut Deo; 
he cannot while hi; father lives, afl'ume the title of Takoor, and 
though he is at prefent to every intent Zemindar of that country, 
yet his youth makes it difficult to fay with precifion, what his 
chara&er may turn out to be; much will depend upon the manage¬ 
ment of him on the part of Government, and if he falls into bad 
courfes, it wall probably originate from ignorance on that fide. 

BABOOS DURRUM DEO, KEIM KURRUN DEO, ADJET SING, 
SUNKER SING, NFNE SING, TIRBOON SING, MANGUN SING, 
JEDBUR SING, ADJMIER SING, the fir ft and fecond of whom, are 
firfi: couGns to jagernaut Deo; the third and fourth are fons of 
Miguel Sing ; and the laid five, (defendants of five chiefs who were 
brothers, and therefore are themfelves called the five brothers,) are 
the heads of the feudal foldicry, and I will venture to lay from 
my knowledge of them, that they never will be of any fervice to 
Government, or to their Zemindar, for any other end than war 
and rapine,—Thefe are all the characters I think deferving of 
notice, for as to the Zemindars of the Bauglepoor and Colgoug 
Jungle Terry, it may be faid in every fenfc of the word, that 
they poflefs no character at ail. 
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T Will now tag leave to offer my opinion as to what i think die 

heft method of governing thefe countries, fo as to render them 
a fecurity, inftead of a very confiderable danger to thefe provinces, 
and as the end of my writing this flcetch, is to convey truth and 
information, not to facrifice to prejudice, I ihall proceed to it 
without any regard to the fuggeftions of the votaries of profef- 
fional diftinaion, who from fympathy may be apt to conclude, 
that I am influenced to prefer this plan by the neceflity it induces 
for keeping up military command here :—I fhall with equal free¬ 
dom propofe a diminution of the prefent revenue, which will of 
courfe be approved, if l fhew that upon the whole fuch a meafure 
will be an advantage to Government, or reje&ed, if I fail topio** 
duce fufficient arguments to that end. 

I fhall lay it down as the balls of this plan, that the Rajahs or 
the mountains and jungles extending from the Mahrattah bound¬ 
ary fouth, to the plain countries of Midnapoor Burdwan, hter- 
boom, Bauglepoor, Monghier, and Bahar, north, are the natural 
and proper defenders of the honourable Company's provinces 
againft theMahrattahson that fide; and that thofe provinces would 
be fafer through the affe&ions and feodal fervices of thefe petty 
chiefs, fupported by a fmall regular force, than with almoft: any 
force that could be ipared for protecting this frontier in time of 
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general warfare, if thole chieftains, in head of attachment, lliould 
feel the fentiments of refentment and difaheclion towards us. 

I fhall juft beg leave to call to mind, that all the pafles leading 
from the Mahrattah territories into Bengal and Bahar, are within 
our own boundary, and that they are poflelled by the Rajahs of 
the rcfpeCHve limits through which they pafs: behind is a fecoud 
line of Chokeydary Gautwallies conftitufing the Jungle Terry.— 
Almoh all the inhabitants are armed, anti hold lands of their re- 
fpt dive chiefs on the feudal tenure, the chiefs were formerly bound 
by the fame ties to the State, a flight tribute and the protection of 
the frontier againft all invafions from the fouth.—The Government 
of Hindoftan thought thefe people were the natural defence of the 
frontiers, and of courfe that it was needfary by every means to 
attach them to the State, and to make their private interefts coin¬ 
cide with that of the public; left diflatisfied with a government 
from which they telt more evil than good, they ihould invite, 
rather than oppofe, the entrance of an enemy into the provinces. 
—I doubt not, that this politick reflexion had as much weight in 
preventing the native Governors of Bengal from attempting to 
levy a heavier tribute from thefe countries, as any deficiency of 
troops fit for fitch a fervice.—Their conduit was certainly judici¬ 
ous—That an armed peafantry, if attached to the State, may do 
infinite injury to an invader, however formidable, in a country 
naturally ftrong, we need look no farther for a ftriking proof, 
than the inftance of the oppofition given by the peafants of 
Poland, to a victorious army, led on by Charles the Xllth. of 
Sweden.—Had thofe peafants been dilgufted with the State, and 
expeCled a change for the better in their own fituation, from a 
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change of matters, there is fcarcel y room for a doubt, that they 
would have conducted the very army, which, in other circum- 
ttances they oppofed, nor could any body of regular forces 
ttationed there, have compenfated for, or counterbalanced their 
difaffedlio.il; for an invading army is feldom deficient of force, 
but almoft always in point of intelligence, and it behoves tire 
State liable to invafion, to take care they do not obtain <t from 
any defection of their own people.—I will not, however, take up 
your time, Sir, with general reafoningsupon principles too clear 
to be difputed ; but proceed at once to apply them to the cafe for 
which this is written; I mean the State of this frontier within 
and without. 

Within, we have by military force and operations impeded a 
tribute much higher than ever had been paid before ; but take all 
thefe countries throughout, 1 believe you will find, Sir, this in- 
creafed tribute does not amount to eight annas per man, of thole 
who have thereby been alienated from the State ; and what are 
thefe people? not wretched, fpiritlefs, unarmed Bengallies, in¬ 
habiting a plain centrical country, neither formidable by chara&er 
or fituation ; but an armed people, martial, proud, and independ¬ 
ent, and conftif uting, by their fituation, the only barrier we poliefs 
again ft that enemy, from whom more than from all others, the 
State may {lifter greateft lofs in its wealth and population. 

This increafed tribute has reduced the Zemindars from eafy to 
ftraitened circutnftances, and many of the younger branches of 
their families, to be without any fupport; in fuch circumftances, 
need I fay, that the whole body of the people are diflatisfied.— 

Let 
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Let no ftrefs be laid on their paying their revenues ; the prefence 
of your troops, and the great attention of your officers on thefe 
forvices, to render their Government and themfelves popular, and 
agreeable to the/e lavage and martial chiefs, have hitherto effected 
this : but thefe people have as yet had no temptations from with¬ 
out ; you have but juft began to be at war with the Mahrattahs, 
and have as yet experienced no neceffity for removing to other 
places, thofe bands which hitherto have held together this crazy 
fabrick ; let but that happen before fome meafures are taken to 
prevent the consequences, and 1 doubt not, that a feene of uni- 
verfal confufion will enfue: nor do I think any addition of force 
which could be (pared, would avail to keep out an invafion from 
the fouth, while the whole body of the people are difl'atisfied with 
our Government.—A man, from a fup< rficial view, might fup- 
pofe every thing very foiid and well compounded; but 1 have an 
opportunity of feeing behind the curtain, and cun aftert, that it is 
by no means fo. ' 

With refpeft to the outfide of this frontier, the Mahrattah 
diflrifts are divided from ours, generally (peaking, by an ideal line ; 
the Zemindars on both iides are in many places clofely connefted ; 
a negotiation thiovigh that medium, might be let on foot by the 
Mahrattah Government in a few days. 

If they offered powerful bribes, while our borderers, generally 
diflatisfkd, are alio impoverifhed, and by no tics united to the 
State, do you think, Sir, they would have virtue enough to refill 
the temptation, or indeed would it be any virtue to do fo ? The 
anfvver I fear is plain and negative: a body of Mahrattahs thus 
2 introduced 
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introduced into the heart of the Province of Bengal, would in 
fix hours inflict greater lots than, the revenues of all thefe frontier 
countries put together, amount to in a year; and whenever they 
fhould be compelled to tly from your troops, (which would not be 
very fuddenly) their old allies, our borderers, would find means 
of getting them as f'afely back as they advanced; for as ! fa id be¬ 
fore, an army would not fullice to guard all thefe paiTes without 
the aid and affections of our own borderers ; and with them, a 
very little force would do a great deal. 

It has been before obferved, in oppoiition to the idea of fub- 
fiitnting regular troops to thefe feodatoffes, that none but the 
natives of thefe countries could ex iff in thofe unwholefome moun¬ 
tains and jungles, through which the paflb immediately lead; 
and I beg leave to call it to mind, as an argument of the utmoft 
importance : for the reality of the iaCf 1 appeal to all the lurgeons 
and officers who have been on thefe fervices. In f 77+’ when 
Captain fames Crawford was employed in reducing the frontier 
Zemindaries of Pachcte, he fixed fome ports near the partes lead¬ 
ing from the Baugmoory Hills, and though they were weekly 
relieved, yet fuch was the devartation made in his battalion by 
keeping up thofe ports, that at one time he had near tiuce hundred 
men Tick. The urgent neceflity of affairs, compelled him to 
fupport this meafure, though the confluences were fo fatal, in 
fpite..of every precaution he could ufe; which were luch indeed, 
as would not have entered into the imagination of almoft any 
per foil but him, who was one of the firif public and private 
characters I ever knew; I hope, Sir, you will fexcule thi> fin all 
tribute to the merit of one of the deareft triends I ever had, w noie 
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Propofols for the 
future Government 
of the Jungle Terry 
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memory I (hall ever hold fkcred, and the lofs of whom, both to 
the publick and myfeli, as it rs irreparable, 1 lhall never ceafe 

to lament. 

Thefe being the evils attending the prefent mode of govern¬ 
ment eflablhhed in -thele countries, the remedies I beg leave to 
offer to your confideration are as follows: 

I. That the tribute now levied upon thefe countries, be reduc' 1 
to fuch a fum as the Zemindars fhall cheerfully and voluntarily 
agree to pay; binding themfelves by machulkahs, and a mo ft 
facred oath to be annually renewed, to fidelity and feudal fervices ; 
each Zemindar having one of his children or neareft kindred, 
always refiding with the commanding officer of the divifion to 
which he belongs, as a further lecurity and mark of obedience.— 
This plan to be made general throughout the Mountains of Midna- 
poor, Pachete, Naikpoor, Ramgur, and Palamow ; as alfo through¬ 
out the Jungle Terry of Bierboom, Curruekdea, Guidorc, and 
Curruckpoor. 1 am not well acquainted with the amount ot the 
revenues of any of thefe diftn&s, excepting thole which have 
been under my authority i but I conjeaure, that this deduaion 
(by which many thoufanda of armed men would be fecured to 
the fervice of the State, to which they now only want an oppor¬ 
tunity to lhew their enmity) would not amount to above one 
lack of rupees per annum ; a fum which, I laid berore, is not 
equal to the lofs which would he fuffered in fix hours by an in- 
curfion of Mahrattahs. 

II That 

. . . . 
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IT. That the wafte lands in all thefe countries, which are not 
hereditary property, be given in iaghier, to worn-out Sepoys in 
the fervicc, who (hall be encouraged and agree to fettle there 
with their families, on the tenure of feodal ferviccs. 

III. That to remedy the fcarcity of money, the Zemindars be 
allowed to pay in part of their rents in (uch articles produced in 
their diflrids, as are not of a pcrifhable nature (fuch as iron and 
darnmah) at fixed prices; thefe goods to be carried at their ex¬ 
pence to the Cutcberry of the aivifion, and to be difpofed of by 
eontrad, for the company, or otherwife as may be direded.— 
The cultivation of opium may be attempted, where the foil will 
admit of it, and grain and other provilions, may he received on 
the fame terms, and lodged in magazines for the ufe of the 
troops, in thefe and the neighbouring quarters, the old flock 
being annually difpofed of. 

IV. That with refped to the adminijflration of juflice, the 
Zemindary courts be allowed the power of adjufling all little 
matter- either civil or criminal, fubjed however to appeal, in 
the former cafes to tire Commander, and in the latter, to the 
Foujdary court of the diflrid; but that no confiderable cafe 
be cognizable by the Zemindars; but referred folely to the Com¬ 
mander of the dillrid, who, in civil cafes, will decide according 
to hii> inflrudions from the Board, and in all criminal ones, will 
lay thorn before the Foujdaar Adowlat. 

V That as a force on the part of Government is abfolutely re* 
quifte to fupport thefe feodal troops, if attacked from without, 

and 


and bv fuperior authority to controul and keep them from all dif- 
putes and violence from within ; I beg leave to recommend, that 
the whole of this frontier be divided into three military com¬ 
mands, viz. 

One to include all the frontier of Midnapoor, viz. 

Mohurbunge. Burraboom and 

Singboom Mauboom 

Dolboom ' 73 

The fecond, all that of Pacheit, viz. 

Tomar and Patcoom, and the Jungle Terry lying behind it, 
viz. 

,u , '■ . I J •!, ; , • , ,'5 J * ■ , 

Of Pacheit Bierboom Curruckdea 

Chackye and Curruckpoor. 

The third, all that of Nagpoor, Rarngur and Palamow, viz. 

Nagpoor Burwah Palamow 

Toory Sheerganty Ramgur 

In order to give that degree of weight to the three officers com¬ 
manding at thefe flations, and that unity of authority which is 
abfolutely requilite in fuch countries, for the ends of intelligence 
and a&ion, without which, nothing eflential can be effected by 
them, 1 recommend it as abfolutely neceflary, that each do col- 

M led 
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left the tribute from the Zemindars of his divifion, and appro¬ 
priate^ and account for it,, in part of the. di four foments of his 
corps.,—There, is certainly no necedity for civil fervants being 
employed in fuch trifling colleftions, it occafiohs a divifion of 
authority highly detrimental to the fervice, betides an immenfe 
increafe of expence; for I believe, we may, on an average, reckon 
the charges of one civil colleftor, to be equal to that of three or 
four military ones put together ; and furely as to expediency, an 
officer, if he has common fenfe, can manage the account of fifty 
or fixty thoufand rupees, as well as if he had been bred up in a 
counting houfe all his life. 

Thefe three commands to be independent of each other; but to 
keep up conftaat communication and intelligence, and co-operate, 
together for the general good, in cafe of public emergency, when 
their forces might be obliged to join, the elded officer would of 
courfe command : I propoie this independence, becaufe each mull 
be the bed judge of what is proper in his own didrift ; but were 
tbofe three commands to aft under the authority of 011 c perfon, 
he would, from the nature of man, be for interfering in every 
thing, and of courfe would often do fo, where he had but little 
knowledge of the fubjqft. 

For« and Pofls As the cafy terms of tribute will render all compulfion to pay 
fenceandComma- it unneceflary, the only polls required, will be againft foreign 
enemies ; I can qn this pqint only Ipeak of the didrifts under my 
authority, which can be entered from the fouth, by way of Ram- 
gur apd; Papheit, qr from the Bahar province to the wed and 

north- 


north-weft: the true feene of action is the Jungle and pafles, but 
the troops deftined for it fhould be ftationed near them, and 
fecured from infu.lt. 

The fort at Chackye, fully anf,vers every fuch end with re- 
fpeft to that pafsi 

That of Curruckdea, is too remote from the pais of that name, 
and I therefore advife the erecting one at a fmall expenfce he.fr 
Gommah. Thefe two will efrefl every defence and communica¬ 
tion requisite towards Rahar. 

Towards Ramgur, 1 would recommend to repair the fort of 
Doomchaunfe, which is within two cofs of Corutfttna, the grand 
pals from Ramgur to Curruckdea. 

Towards Pacheit, I would propofe repairing the fortofDeo- 
poor, (fouth of Serampoor) which is within four cols of the 
Toondey pafs, leading from Pacheit to Curruckdea. Thefe two 
forts would alfo keep open the communication with Bahar by way 
of Curruckdea, in cafe the main body of the Jungle Terry com¬ 
mand fhould march to aftift that of Ramgur or Pacheit. 

Bread works of Bones and coarfe chunam, which Could be 
made here, might at a fmall expence be eredted acrofs the princi¬ 
pal pafles, with ftrong gates ; and fome of the many old cannon 
lying about in different places, might be mounted, and added to 
the ftrength of thefe breaftworks, with little or no expence; 
which would render the accefs next to impoffible, when we were 
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fupported with the grand effentials, the affections and intereft of 
the natives. 

This is the plain, I beg permiflion to oiler for confideration, and 
it is, as I elfewhere laid, an improvement, : not an abrogation of 
the ancient Government; the feodal foldiery are not only preferv- 
ed, but fupported by the troops of Government, who at the fame 
time wiU much more effectually anfwer the end of controul over 
thefe Jungle chiefs, than their former feodal lords poffibly could. 

A fmall reduction of revenue takes place, but it is to fecure 
the affeCtions and fervices, and render yourfelves fafe from the 
enmity of thoufauds of your own armed fubjeCts, iituated be¬ 
tween you and your molt formidable enemy: it i3 an aCt worthy 
of the dignity and wifdom of a great political State as this is, and 
cannot be combated upon any better grounds than the fhort lighted 
fchemes of ways and means, which never look beyond the pre- 
l'ent hour. 

I know nothing that I can add to this fketch, but my earnefl 
wilh, that it may in any degree anfwer your intention and expect¬ 
ation : as to the fuccefsful execution of the plan, I fee! an entire 
confidence, that nothing is requifite for enfuring that, but the 
fanCtion and approbation of that State, for whofe fervice it was 
formed. 
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ACCOUNT of the HILLS. 

A S the people known by the denomination of the Mountaineers 
of Rajhmahl, as well as the country they poffefs, are utterly 
different from thofe of the Jungle Terry ; 1 thought it would 
mod effectually keep the accounts of both free from obfcurity, if 
I concluded the fketch of the Jungle Terry firfl, and gave that of 
the Hills feparately. 

It has been already remarked in the firft Se&ion, that thefe 
Hills are not a chain communicating with any others, but a 
clufter of (mail Hills furrounded by the flat countries : the dii- 
trifts fkirting them are as follows, beginning at Sacra Gully. 

i Gongaperfaud —z Tilliaguny—3 Colgong—4 Bauglepoor 

5 Curruckpoor —6 Bierboom —7 Sultanabad—8 Ammar 

9 Rajhmahl —10 Jumnee, which ends at Sacra Gully, and 
completes their contour. 

Thefe Hills are principally covered with wood, excepting 
where it has been cleared away by the natives in order to build 
their villages, and cultivate janalra, plaintains and yams, which, 

together 
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together with Tome of the fmall grains mentioned in the account of 
the Jungle Terry, conftitote almoflt the whole of the productions 
of thofe Hills : great numbers of fvvine are alio bred by the 
Mountaineers. 

Every large Hill which has, or ever has had, a village on it, 
bears a particular name; and over every inhabited Hill, is a chief 
called a Man gee, who is to every intent a feodal Lord; his Riots 
called Dungarcahs, are alfo his foldiery, and pay him implicit 
obedience; the compact between them is, that in all plunder, one 
half goes to the Mangee and his family, the other half is divided 
among the Dungareahs; and of their cultivation one (ixteenth of 
all productions is paid to the Mangee in kind; but thefe chiefs 
never have paid, nor in fa& ever could pay, any thing to Govern¬ 
ment. 

The inhabitants of theft Hills are not pofleffed of any caff, nor do 
they come within any one of the claffes of Hindoos: of all things 
forbidden to the different tribes of Hindoos, not one is forbidden 
to them; they have barely an idea of a Supreme Being, whom 
they worfhip under the figure of a black (tone, and the name 
of Ruxey Davey: the Prieft to this Deity, is chofen upon the 
faith of fuppofed infpirations, under the powers of which (but 
generally in faCt, under that of fpirituous liquors) he has been 
agitated by convif five motions, much in the ftyle of the Delphic 
Prieftcfs, who, perhaps, indeed was inspired by the fame 
means. On his death, another is chofen in the like manner.— 
Many curious circumftances might be related of thefe favages, 
but that it would fwell this fketch to an unreasonable fize, vaftly 
exceeding its importance : I (hall, therefore, conclude this deferip- 
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tiouof them by remarking, that they are of a fhort ftature, flrong, 
and aftive ; and the arms they ufe are hows made of bamboo, and 
arrows of a ftrong, thick fpecies of reed, headed with iron, in 
different fhapes; but I think, they are far from very dexterous in 
the ufe of them.. 

Itis about fifteen years fince the Hill people had any government 
among themlelves, of a general nature; and from the period of 
its diflblution, they have become dangerous and troublcfome to the 
low country, which they never were before; and their ravages 
have been the more violent, as they were Simulated by hatred 
again ft the Zemindars of the low country, for having cut off 
feveral of their chiefs by treachery. Formerly the Hills of each 
toppah were under one or more chief Mangees, to whom the 
Man gees of all the feparnte hills were bound to fhew obedience; 
he was bound by a machulka to the Zemindar of the toppah, and 
had jaghier lands in the plain country granted for the fupport of 
himfelf and family in a fuitable manner. If any robbery hap¬ 
pened, he was obliged to trace it, and bring the thief to juftice. 
All the Chokeys within the hills were Hili people, whofe bufinels 
was to prevent any bodies of people from the inner Hills palling 
through their gauts towards the plain country : while this mode 
prevailed, no robberies were committed; the Hill people were 
happy and quiet, and the low country people were fate from de¬ 
predations. Every year at the feftival of the Dufiarah, the head 
Mangee of each toppah, brought the reft of the Mangees with 
him to his Zemindar, and renewed his oath of allegiance to 
Government: the other Mangees renewed theirs to him, and each 
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of them having received a turband, and been feafted in their cui- 
tomary manner, returned to their refpe&ive dill rifts. 

But in time, the Zemindars falling into contempt with thefe 
Hill chiefs, they attempted to make thcmfelves independent of 
them; the former not having force to compel them to obedience, 
were obliged to have recourfe to treachery, and cut oft feveral of 
them at a public feaft. The other Mangees and Hill people left 
their nfpeftive gauts within the hills, and commenced thofe 
devaluations on the plain country, which have continued with 
little iiitertniftiou ever fince : the Zemindary Chokeys, however, 
lying between the hills and the cultivated parts of the country, kept, 
things within iome bounds, till the year 1 769, when the famine 
fwept awaynumbers of their Chokeys, and left the plain coun¬ 
try entirely expoied to the ravages o i the Mountaineers, When 
Captain Brooke came into this quarter, the only information he 
could receive was from the people of the low country; they 
conducted him againft the Hills which were raoft troublefome 
tliev were reduced, and many of their inhabitants compelled to 
fettle in the low country; they even informed him of the former 
Chokcy Bundy in the low country, part of which he re-eftablilh- 
ed ; but they never gave him the leaft information of there having 
ever been any government among the Hill people, further than 
that of a Mangee over each hill; they reprefented the Hill people 
in general terms as a let of robbers, who always had been, and 
always would be, at open war with fociety in general. 

The licentioufnefs to which the Hill people had arrived, pre¬ 
vious to the employment of the Corps of Light Infantry, ren¬ 
dered 
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tiered it abfolutely neceflary by fbme feverity to imprefs them 
with a fear of our military force in the firft place; this has been 
done; but this is only a preparatory ftep towards a folid lettle- 
ment of them; the obedience fhown by the Mountaineers for 
the three or four laft years, has been folely paid to our military 
force, and not at all derived from any fyllera of government, or 
any idea of connection with, or dependence on the {fate ; and the 
low country people taking advantage of the barbarous, and at the 
fame time, fubjetted fhite of the Mountaineers, have opprefled 
them feverely; but in future, I am led to believe, their obedience 
will be voluntary and conftant; their fear of our force will be 
fupported by their belief of our judice, and knowing that all the 
benefits they receive, are in return for their peaceable deportment, 
they will be very loth on any occafion to ritk the lofs of them 
by mifbehavkmr. At the fame time, I beg leave to fugged: the 
neceflity of giving me difcretional authority, to compel obedience 
to this fyftem, in cafe any oppofition fhould be made to it; as in 
tkefe wild countries a ftrong coercive power is abfolutely requifite 
for the fupport of any Government. 

To effeCt this dedrable end, I propofe (as I did in the cafe of 
the jungle Terry) an improvement, not an abrogation of their 
ancient forms of government; and for the mod; perfect informa¬ 
tion as to the bed: means of executing it, I have Confulted many 
of the Mangoes who have come in to me ; and they all agree in 
averting, that if their ancient form of government is reftored, an 
effectual end will be put to all the prefent irregularities; that they 
will pay implicit obedience to the chiefs who fhall be edablifhed 
out of the feveral principal families, and that rhofe chiefs will pay 
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fhe lame to Government: I therefore think it my duty to recom¬ 
mend the following method of fettling the internal government 
of the Hills. 

That the fucceflors of the feveral Sirdar Mangees of the different 
Toppalis, be reilored to the authority and pofleffions held formerly 
by their predeceflors ; but in Head of holding- them from the 
Zemindars, that they (hall hold diem by funnuds granted in the 
name of Government. That they, (hall give machulkahs to Go¬ 
vernment, fpecifying the fervices they are to perform, and the 
penalties in cafe of failure in the performance. 

That the inferior Mangees fhall give machulkahs, fpecifying 
their duties and penalties in the fame manner, and moreover bind¬ 
ing them to their Sirdar Mangee, for all purpofes fpccified in his 
futmud. 

That all tranfa&ions with the hill people (hall be carried on 
through their Sirdar Mangees, whereby every abufe arifing from 
the rapacity of the low country Gautwalls and others, will be 
prevented. 

That the annual oath of allegiance, with the ancient forms 
and ceremonies attending be renewed; as tbefe barbarians 
feem to have great reverence for that infritution. That if the 
Mangee or Mangees of any of the hills, refufe to acquiefce in 
this eftablifhment, they (hall bo treated as enemies. 


That 
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That Hauts be eftablifhed at proper places, to forward the in* 
tercourfe of the Hill people with the low country.—Thefe regu¬ 
lations will, I believe, fufttcicntly enlure the peace of the hills. 

As a farther fecurity to the low country, I beg leave to recom¬ 
mend the following plan for re-eftabhfhing the Chokeys in the 
diftriits at the foot of the hills, the Hate of which in the feveral 
dittriits furrounding this clutter of hills is as follows. 

CURRUCKFOOR'i In thefe diilri&a, the whole of the lands 
and ; being held on feodal tenure, every Gaut 

BIERBOOM, J or pafs leading from the hills, and every 
village lias its refpe&ive Chokey ; the Mountaineers therefore can 
do little or no harm to them. 


RADSHAHI 


} 


Of the ftate of that country I am as yet 
uninformed, but 1 believe no injury is 
done to it by the Mountaineers. 


RAJIIMAHL 


COL-GONG 


and 


BAUGLEPOOR 


The Zemindars of the Jungle Terry dif- 
riits depending on thefe divifions, extending 
from Barcope to Furrucabad, along the 
fkirts of the hills, have very large traits 
of land in Jaghier, for keeping up a number 
of Chokeydars at the feveral pattes leading 
from the hills.—Theie are under the autho¬ 
rity of the Zemindars, and were formerly 
ttationed lb near each other, that the firing 
N 2 of 
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of a match lock at one Chokey, alarmed the next, and fo on all 
along, by which means the Mountaineers were never able to 
come beyond this line of Chokeys ; but in time the Zemindars 
neglecting this eftablifhment, many of the Chokeys became 
defcrted; and the famine of 1769 and 70, falling with extraordi¬ 
naryfeverity upon thofe didridls, fuch numbers of the people of all 
denominations perifhed, that this Chokey bandy was almod en¬ 
tirely dedroyed on the tides of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajh- 
mahl; and opened the way for thole ravngers into the very heart 
of the plain country, which, they plundered aimed: with impunity, 
till Captain Brooke was lent againft them ; after forcing them to 
take dielter within their hills, he replaced a condderable number 
of the Chokeys above deferibed : 1 have alfo edablilhed a great 
many, but many more are dill vacant, and thereby the grand end 
of a perfect chain of them, with communication from one to an¬ 
other, for. the purpofe of gen ral alarm and defence, is dedroyed: 
1 would therefore recommend id. That all the vacant Gauts be 
immediately manned with a proper force, but as the Jaghier lands 
formerly applied to the fupport of thofe Chokeys, have now been 
wade for many years, and cannot of courfe adord any mainte¬ 
nance to them at all, the Chokeydars mud be retained in monthly 
pay, at lead fin the prefent, till the afotefaid Jagbters can be re¬ 
cultivated.—This expence fliould be defrayed out of the Jnghiers 
and allowances of the Zemindars, as far as they will go, after 
making datable provibon for the Zemindars ; and this is the more 
reafonable, fince, though they r have fulTercd the Chokeydary 
Jaghiers to go to ruin, they have taken care to keep their own in 
a date of cultivation, probably by the very hands which Ihould 
have guarded the pafles from the Hills, and protected the plain 
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country ; I fay only probably, bccaufe as yet I have had no oppor¬ 
tunity of enquiring on the ipot, whether reports which 1 have 
heard of that tenor be true or falfe. 

Should thefe refources, however, prove infufficient to anfwer 
the expence of rc-eftablilhing the Chokey bundy from f urruck- 
abad to Barcope, I think it an objetf. worthy the attention of 
Government, to pay the remainder out of the Jungle Terry 
revenues, till the Chokey d:\ry Jaghiers can be rtftored to a hate 
of cultivation: 1 even think it would be drift oeconoiny, as the 
valuable ludder lands of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajhmahl, 
would be thereby fecured from diflurbances, and their cultiva¬ 
tion and rent increafe annually. 

As the Zemindars of this part of the Jungle Terry from Bar- 
cope to Furruckabad, have fhewn themfelves fo undeferving of 
trufl in the management of the Chokey bundy, I would ad wife 
that they be not in future allowed to have any authority over 
them, but that inftead of them, the following oilicers be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of Government. 

That to every Dhec of thofe Jungle Terry Toppahs, there be 
a Tannadar, who fhall be accountable for all the Chokcys flatten¬ 
ed at the. naffcs leading from the Hills into his Dhee. He fliall 
be anfwerable, that the Chokeydars are never abfent from their 
polls, and in cafe of the Hill people attempting to force their 
way through any of his Chokeys, it fliall not only be his duty to 
repel them, hut to ascertain from what Hill or Hills the attempt 
was made, that orders being thereupon feat for that purpofe to 
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the perfons in authority within the Hills, the offenders may be 
brought to juftice.—The Chokeydars at their feveral Chokeys, 
lhall be obliged to pay him entire obedience for all thele ends, and 
(hall re port to him all intelligence and occurrences. 

Over thefc Tannadars, 1 advife that there be two Sezawils ap¬ 
pointed, the authority of the one to extend from Barcopc to 
Shahabad, of the other from Sacragully to Furrockabad; there is 
no occation for any from Sacragully to Shahabad, as there are 
pofts of Sepoys all the way. 

The Tannadars refpe&ively within their limits, to be under 
the orders of the Sezawils, in the fame manner, and for the lame 
ends as theCbokeydars are to the Tannadars ; little points of re¬ 
gulation for the better management of the Chokey bundy, lhall 
be at their diferetion, but no confnlerable alteration to be made 
withoutprevioufly advifing me through the officer commanding 
at Diggie, and waiting for my orders : the Sezawils (hall alfo re¬ 
ceive weekly reports of the ftate of the Chokeys from the feverai 
Tannadars, and make theirs to the officer at Diggie accordingly, 
but extraordinary occurrences lhall be immediately reported.— 
The officers reports lhall be made to me in the fame manner: 1 
alfo recommend, that a fufficient number of Bundwarries be at¬ 
tached to each Sezawil, to keep up the neccflary intercourle be¬ 
tween him and the Mangoes. 

The Bundwarries are a fet of people peculiar to this country, 
and fo very ufeful, that I dare fay, the keeping them will meet 
your approbation; they arc people of the low country, who hav¬ 
ing 
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ing learnt the language of the Hill people, are employed in all 
tranfa&ious with them; and fo entire is their faith in tiieie 
Bundwarries, that in time of the greateft hoftility, they can go 
fafely into the Hills, and any Mangee who is in arms, will come 
down and fubmit on their afl'urance of his lafety.—The ufe 
which I propofe making of them, is to prevent any abufes to¬ 
wards the Hill people by the officers of the Zemindars, or of 
Government; for which end, I fhall leave them in charge of the 
Sirdar Man gees, to forward every complaint to me, that it may 
be immediately attended to, and the evil red reded as fbon as it 
exifts; the very nature of their employment lhews the neceflity 
of their being entirely free from every authority and dependence 
but that of Government- 

la addition tc this general plan, I beg leave to recommend the 
following improvements. 

In one of my letters to the board, I gave it as my opinion* that 
many robberies were committed by peri'onf redding in the low 
country, for which the Hill people bore the blame.—Since com¬ 
ing round to this place, I have reafon to be confirmed in that be¬ 
lief, both by the teftimony of the Hill people, and particular en¬ 
quiries among the parties themfelves, enforced with promiles and 
little prefents which induced them to give rae this account. 

That in the famine of 1769 and 1770, a very confiderable 
number of the inhabitants of the country round this, compelled 
by want, all tire crops of rice, wheat, &c. having failed in the 
low lands, fled to the Hills, where the hardy grains of Muckye*, 
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Borah, &c, wanting little water, were very plentiful.; they re¬ 
mained among the Hill people till the famine was over, and grain 
cheap in the low country, to which they then returned ; but hav¬ 
ing forfeited their refpe&ive carts by their communication with 
the Hill people, they were held in fo abominable a light, that no 
pcrfon would truft or employ them: thismeccflity, and perhaps 
fome influence from the example of the Hill people, loon made 
them robbers, and being well acquainted with the low country, 
they were more dangerous than the Hill people by far.—For the 
end of robbing with the greater fecurity, they adopted the drels 
and arms of the Hill people whenever they attacked villages or 
paflengers, and thereby multiplied complaints againrt the others, 
for it was importable for the fufferers to examine further than the 
general appearance of the perfons by whom they were aflailed.— 
Thefe people rtill relide in the low country, and while this is the 
cafe, it is next to importable to know when robberies are com¬ 
mitted by the Hill people or by them; to remedy which evil, I 
beg leave to recommend the three following regulations. 

irt. That the Zemindars of Rajhmahl, See. bordering on the 
Hills under the collector of Bauglepoor, be ordered by him, to 
make exad regifters of the inhabitants of every village under their 
authority, and that no pcrfon be fathered to refide therein, but 
fuch aajiave a vitible method of living by agriculture, or working 
at fome trade. 

^d. That no petfon be permitted to carry bows and arrows, but 
the I till people and Chokeydary Pikes, on prtn of being confined 
and delivered over to the Foujdaary Adowiat; for thefe being the 
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arms of the Hill people, furnifli, as I faid before, the grand 
means of robbing in their names;—all other arms they may 
carry for the fafety of their own perfons, they not being liable to 
the fame abules.—This article is of great importance, and I beg 
leave particularly to recommend it. 

3d. Several robberies have formerly been charged upon the 
Hill people', which have been committed on particular houfes in 
villages, where fecreted money and effe&s have been dug up. 
As the Hill people have no kind of intercourfe with the low 
country, it amounts to almoft a certainty, that ruck. robberies 
never could have been committed by them; or if they were, it 
mull have arifen from the intelligence and information given 
them by the inhabitants of the place itfelf, who were acquainted 
with the fituation of fuch property; I would therefore recom¬ 
mend, that it be publilhed, that no robberies, excepting fuch as 
appear to have been attended with open violence, fuch as driving 
off herds of cattle, and plundering and burning villages, or in¬ 
tercepting paffengers on the high roads, will ever be confidered as 
the a£ts of the Hill people, or any enquiry made among them 
upon the fubjedl; this will compel the principal men in the 
villages to attend more particularly to the police of their villages, 
and efpecially to guard againft any perfons refiding in them, who 
have feme of their relations in the Hills, which is the cafe at 
prefent.-—I beg leave to recommend, that thefe three regulations 
be immediately ordered. 

Moft of the Sepoys in the company’s forvice have originally 
been hufoandmen, and their families flill follow that method of 
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life, in and beyond the Company’s territories; I beg to fubmit it 
to your confide ration, whether it would not be loi the advantage 
of Government, to publifh through the invalid corps of Sepoys, 
that whoever among them will fettle on the lands between the 
Rills and the Sudder, fhall have fmall Jaghiers given for that 
purpofc, for the fubfiftence of themfelvcs and families, who are 
to be brought thither .——This would atford the p ofpedl of a com¬ 
fortable maintenance to old foldiers worn out in our fervice, and 
would eftablifh a kind of militia, whofe poflefli on s being inter- 
fperfed among thofe of the Malguzarry tenants, would keep the 
whole in fafety from the Mountaineers; feodal fervice might alfo 
be enjoined from them if approved of. 

The fafety of the public Dawks being an objeffc of much im¬ 
portance, I have formed the following plan for enfuring it, and I 
beg your authority for eftablifhing it; at the fame time, from my 
conviaion of its great utility, both for the fafety of the Dawks, 
and the civilization of the Mountaineers, I have already begun 
to put it in execution.—Four principal divifions of the hills upon 
try new plan, are parallel to the extent of the road on which the 
Dawks have at any time been inl'ulted or endangered; over each 
of thefe divifions, are one of thofe chiefs mentioned in my plan, 
to whom all the petty chiefs in the fame Jivifion pay implicit 
obedience. 

The firfl of thefe commences at Furruckabad, and ends at 
Rajhtnahl; the fecond extends from Rajhmahl toSacragully ; the 
third from Sacragully toShahabad; the fourth from Shahabad to 
three cofs beyond Pealapoor, where the Jungle xerry boundary 
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ends. T propofed to each of thefe chiefs, that he fhould be bound 
to fafely conduct the Dawks through his boundary, for which 
purpofc, a proper number of his people fhould attend at th 
Dawk ftations; that himlblf fhould have a monthly allowance 
from Government, for which he fhould bind him fell by the nidi 
forcible machulkah and oath, to protea and forward the Dawks 
with the greateft expedition; that exclufive of this, the llill 
people employed with the Dawk, fhould have a brafs plate fixed 
on a belt, infcribed with the name of the place at which they 
are flattened, and fignifying their being fervants ot the company 
for forwarding the Dawks; and that this would prevent any pei- 
fons from flopping or profiling them for Coolies; and that btfidcs 
this, they fhould once a year receive a turband as a prefent to 
each of thefe Hill people : the chiefs very readily confented, and 
indeed feemed exceedingly happy at the employment projc&ed 
for them, and the falary they would get for it.—-1 beg leaye there¬ 
fore, to recommend its being put in execution immediately for 
the following reafons : 

This Hilary will flrongly attach thefe four principal chiefs to 
the State, and no mart under their authority will dare by any at¬ 
tempt again ft the public Dawk, to endanger this valuable pof- 
feflion of his feodal Lord. 

It wUl greatly contribute to civilize the Hill people in general, 
when they perceive the advantage arifing from a dependence on 
our Government, and will give the ftrongeft idea of lafety to all 
denominations of paftengers.—Laftly, the whole expence of this 
eftablifhment, will be within one thoufand rupees per annum, 
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end I do not believe, that any danger whatever will then exift to 
the public difpatches; whereas very ex pen live eftablilhments of 
Burcondafles have been hitherto inefteftual.—The Hircarrahs and 
every thing will remain with the poftmafter’s people a9 at pre- 
fent, the Hill people will only a£t as *efcorts to them.—As the 
Hill people are exceedingly wild and timorous at prefent, I beg 
leave to point out the expediency of fome very forcible order 
being ill ued for preventing any violence being offered to them 
by troops parting up and down, as otherwife they will never flay 
at their refpe£tive stations, nor perform the fervices expe&ed 
from them. 

CON-CLUSIO N. 

SUCH arc the beff lights I can poffibly throw upon the fub- 
jeft, both with refpedl to the prefent and future management of 
thefe frontier countries; if it be laid, that a military Govern¬ 
ment is a thing quite foreign to our conftitution, I admit it; but 
it is not fo evidently different from our civil Government in Eng¬ 
land, as this country and its inhabitants, are from t'hofe of our 
own : and furely fince we cannot make countries to fuit our Go¬ 
vernment, we fhould mrike our Government to fuit the countries, 
which is in our province to rule over ; and as I conceive external 
ftrength and fafety, and internal peace and regularity, are the 
true ends of Government; and as I am convinced they are in 
thofe wild cliff mils, only procurable by the means I have pointed 
out, I therefore beg leave to recommend them, as the only Go¬ 
vernment adapted to this frontier throughout. 


JAMES BROWNE. 
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To JOHN MOTTEUX, Eso. Chairman of the Hon¬ 
ourable Court of Directors, for the Affairs of the 
Honourable United Eajl India Company. 

S I R, 

C ONFO R MAB LT to the wijh which you were 
pleafed to exprefs , that 1 jhould JurniJlj you with an 
account of the rife and prefent Jlate of the tribe oj 
people called Sicks ; I now bey leave to fubmit to your 
perufal, the following tranfation which 1 have made t 
of a Perf an manufcript , written . by my defire while I 
rejided at the court of Dehly ; to which I have added , 
all the information which I have by other channels 
acquired , refpeHing that people ; and 1 have accompani¬ 
ed the whole with a map , J'pecifying the extent of their 
territories , the names of their chiefs, together with the 
places of their refpeclive refdence , and the number of 
their forces.—I Jhall be very happy , if this traB is 
thought in any degree worthy of your attention, and 
beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf with great truth and 
refpeB , 

Tour tnojl obliged humble Servant , 

JAMES BROWNE *> 

HARLEY-STREET, 

Sept . 17, 1787. 






INTRODUC T I O N. 


URING the time of my refidence as the EngliHi 



Minifter, at the Court of his Majefty Shah Alum, 
I took every opportumty to acquire a knowledge of the 
{Length, refources, difpofition, and conflitution of the 
feveral dates bordering on the provinces of Agra and 
Dehly, by feeking out, and cultivating a perfonal in¬ 
timacy with the bed informed men on thofe feveral 
fubjefts.—In the courfe of thefe researches, the firit and 
moft important objeft which prefented itfelf, was the 
great irregular Ariftocracy of the Sicks ; a fc6t, which 
from a fmall beginning in the neighbourhood of Lahore, 
has eftablifhed itfelf in the complete poffeffionof all the 
country between the Attock and the Sutledge, and 
levies contributions to the very frontier of the Vizier’s 
dominions. 

Hav ing met with two Hindoos of confiderable know¬ 
ledge, who were natives of Lahore, where they had 
redded the greater part of their lives, and who had in 
their poffeflion, accounts of the rife and progrefs of the 
Sicks, written in the Nuggary (or common Hindoo) 
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character, I perfuaded them to let me have a tranflation 
of one of them in the Perfian language, abridging it as 
much as they could do, without injuring the eflential. 
purpofe of information.—After all, I found it. extremely 
defc&ive in a regular continuation of dates, and there¬ 
fore r.ot deferving the name of a hiilory: however, tne 
dates of the principal events are clearly determined ; 
future opportunities and greater leifure than I pOiTeffed 
while at Dehlr, may afeertain thofe which are at prefent 
unknown.—This Perfian Iketch of an hiftoiy, I have 
tranflated into Englifli, and now beg leav e to offer it to 
my honourable mailers, as X am perluadcd, that the 
rapid progrefs of this lba, will hereafter render a know¬ 
ledge of them, their ilrength, and government, very 
important to the ad minift ration or Bengal. But as in 
the Perfian manufeript very little is laid of the manners 
and cufloms of the Sicks, I (hall infert in this introduc¬ 
tion, all that I have been able to difcover on thofe 
heads. 

The people known by the name of Sicks, were origi¬ 
nally the common inhabitants of the provinces of Lahore 
and Multan, and moflly of the Jant tribe; the doarine 
on which their feft is founded, was introduced by 
Goovoq Nanuck, about two hundred and fifty years ago; 
and appears to bear that kind of relation to tne > Iindoo 

religion, which the Proteffatrt does to the Romifh, re- 
° 5 taining 
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taming all the eifential principles, but being abridged of 
moft of its ceremonies, as well as of the fubordinate 
objects of veneration.—At firft, the fed was merely 
fpeeulative, quiet, inotfenfive, and unarmed; they were 
foft pcriecuted by the barbarous bigotry of Amungzebe; 
and perfection, as will ever be the cafe, gave ftrength 
to that which is meant to dcftroy j the Sicks horn ne- 
cethty confederated together, and finding that their 
peaceable deportment did not fecure them from oppref- 
fion, they took up arms to defend themfelves agamft a 
tyrannical government ; and as will always happen 
where the common rights of humanity are violated, a 
hero arofe, whofe courage and abmty direded > nc cfioits 
of his injured followers, to ajufi, though fevere revenge. 

__As the progrefs of thele events is related in the 

hificry, I flriall only fay at prefent, that as the Mogul 
government declined, the Sicks in fpite of repeated 
attempts to fupprefs them, continued to acquire firength. 

_They made the difiindion of their fed, a political as 

much as a religious principle, rendering ihc ad million 
into it eafy to all, and the immediate temporal advan¬ 
tages of protection and independance, as great and as 
evident as poflible; while they at the fame time levied 
contributions upon all their neighbours, who refufed to 
come into their fraternity. 
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As to thjeir government, it is ariilocratical, but very 
irregular and imperfect; for the body of the people is 
divided under a number of chiefs, who poffefs portions 
of country, e : ther by former right as Zemindars, or by 
ufurpation.—Thele chiefs enjoy diOinft authority in 
their refpe&ive diftritts, uncontrolled by any fviperior 
power; and only a Kemble together on particular oc- 
calrons for the puipofes of depredation, or of defence ; 
when in a tumultuous Diet, they choofe by majoriy of 
votes, a leader to command their joint forces during the 
expedition ; generally from among thole chiefs,, whole 
Zetniudaries are moll considerable; his authority, is 
however but ill obeyed by fo many other chiefs, who 
though poffeflfed of fmaller territories, yet as leaders of 
the fraternity of Sicks, think themfelves perfectly his 
equals, and barely allow him, during his temporary ele¬ 
vation, the dignity of Primus inter Pares, 

About thirty years ago, one jeffa Sing Kelal, a chief 
of confiderable weight and abilities, having been chofen 
commander of their grand army, when it expelled the 
Aumils of Ahmed Shah Durrany from the city, and 
Subah of Lahore, became fo popular, that he ventured 
to Ifrike rupees at the mint of Lahore in his own name, 
with an inscription in Perfran to this effect, jefla Kelal 
“ conquered the country of Ahmed, and frruck this 
u coin bv the grace of God;”—but after they had been 

current 
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current about fifteen years, the grand Diet of the Sick 
chiefs, (called Goormutta > determined to call in all thofe 
rupees, and to dr ike Mem in the names of Gooroo 
Kanuck, and Gooroo Gobind Sing, the firft and the lad: 
of their Gooroos , or religious leaders; the latter of 
whom directed them to take up arms againd the Muf- 
fulmans, and rendered general a kind of fead to be 
celebrated at the grand Diet, or Goormutta, at: which 
fead they ufe large dithes called in Perfian Daig , which 
I mention to explain the Perlian infeription ufed on 
their coin from that time, which is as follows, “ Gooroo 
“ Gobind Sing , received from Nariuck the Daig , the 
“ Sword, and rapid Victory..” 

The city of Lahore is at prelent divided among the 
three mod powerful chiefs, who fhare the revenue aris¬ 
ing from all itnpods and duties, &c. within the city, in¬ 
cluding the mint ;• the names of the prefent pofieflors 
are, Gujer Sing, Sabah Sing, and Laina Sing. 

The Diets of the Sicks are held at the holy Tank 
(bafon of water) of Amrutfar , about twenty cols north 
by ead from Lahore, which was appointed for that pur- 
pofe by their Gooroo.-—Here as I faid before, the com¬ 
mander for the^campaign is chofen, and their expeditions 
for the feafon planned. 
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The plunder colle&ed during thefe expeditions, is 
divided among the chiefs according to the number of 
their followers, to whom each chief makes his own 
diftribution. 

In the didri&s not reduced to their abfolute fubjection, 
but into which they make occafional incurfions, they 
levy a tribute which they call liauley, and which is 
about one fifth, (as the Marhatta Chout is one fourth) 
of the annual rent; whenever a Zemindar has agreed 
to pay this tribute to any Sick chief, that chief not only 
himlelf, refrains from plundering him, but will protect 
him from all others; and this protection is by general 
content held fo far facred, that even if the grand army 
p.iffes through a Zemindary where the fafe guards of the 
lowed: Sick chief are dationeii, it will not violate them. 

Since the Sicks became powerful, and confederated 
for the purpofe of conqueft, they have called their con¬ 
federacy KhciJfa Gee , or the State, and their grand 
army Dull Kbalfa Gee, or the Army of the State. 

As the extent of their poffelhons is clearly expre(led 
in the accompanying map, as well as the names of their 
chiefs, and the number of their forces from the bed 
authorities; I (hall only obfcrve, that the country is faid ’ 
to be in a date of high cultivation, which I believe, be- 

caufe 
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caufe they carry into it all the cattle fit for tillage, which 
come into their pofleflion by plunder, collect a very 
moderate rent, and that mollly in kind, and during any 
inteftine difputes, their foldiery never moled the huf- 
bandman.. 

Trade however, is in a low date, owing to the in* 
fecurity of merchants going backwards and forwards 
through the territories of fo many independant chiefs. 

W ‘ \ , . . > ’ 1 

Of their manufactures, the principal are very fine 
cloth, which they make at Lahore, as alfo the belt arms 
in Hindoftan. 

Their cavalry is remarkably good, the men Being 
very hardy and well armed with fabres and excellent 
matchlocks, which they ufe with great dexterity; the 
horfes bred in their country, are of one of the belt 
breeds in the empire, owing to the ule formerly made 
there of Arabian and Perfian ftallions, and fomelhing 
in the temperature of the air and water of that country. 
Mod of thefe foldiers have two or three horfes each, by 
which means their incurfions are made with great 
rapidity, their armies marching from fifty to one hun¬ 
dred and twenty miles a day :—-their drefs is dark blue, 
as ordered by Gooroo Goh'/ul, and gives them, when 

collected. 
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collected in large bodies together, a very difmal appear¬ 
ance . 

The chiefs are only diftinguifhable from their followers, 
by finer horfes and arms. 

I have converfed with feveral Sicks, who were tent to 
me by different chiefs on complimentary meffages ; and 
I perceived a manly boldnefs in their manner and con- 
verfation, very unlike the other inhabitants oi Hindoftan, 
owing no doubt to the freedom of their government. 

In their camps they ule no tents, even the chiefs 
are flickered by nothing more than final! Numgheras 
(fquare canopies of coarfe cotton cloth) fupported on 
four {lender poles—the common foldiers pitch .a blanket 
on two kicks, and fallen the comers clown to the ground 
wit| wooden pins, fo that they encamp or decamp in a 
few minutes. 

Among their cufbms, the following are remarkable : 

They will not ufe tobacco, though its ufej is univer- 
fal to all the inhabitants of Hindoltan, yet they drink 
fpirits ai d moke Bang (the leaves of hemp) to the 
greateft exctfs cf intoxkatitn. 


In 


( x ‘ ) 

In admitting a profelytc, they make* him drink Sher¬ 
bet out of a large cup, with certain ceremonies, as will 
be feen hereafter, and which are defigned to fignify, 
that every diftindion is abo'iihed, except that of being a 
Sick, even a Muflfulman may become a Sick on thefe 
conditions.—From the time that he is admitted into the 
fraternity, he wears a heel ring round one of his wriils, 
lets his hair and beard grow to full length, and calls on 
the name of the Gooroo in confirmation of all engage¬ 
ments. 

Thefe are all the circumftances refpeding this Sed, 
which are not fpecifically mentioned in the hifiory: to 
which I will add, that a fed which contained in its 
original principles fo much internal vigour, as fultained 
it againft the bloody perfecution of a great government, 
determined and intcrefled to fupprefs it, raifed it up 
again with frcfh ftrength on every opportunity which 
occurred; and at length enabled it fo fat to fubdue all 
oppofition, as to acquire an entire and undillurbed do¬ 
minion over fome of the fined: provinces of the empire. * 
from whence it makes iricurfions into others, holding out 
protedion to all who join, and deftru&ion to all who 
oppofe it; a fed, which makes religion and politics 
unite in its aggrandizement, and renders the entrance 
into it fo eafy to all who defire to become members of 
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it, cannot fail to extend itfelf very far, and'in the end 
to be exceedingly formidable to all its neighbours,- 



Refpecting the map which accompanies this hiuory, 
it was laid down from ,a Perfian map of Punjab which I 
procured at Agra ; and was put into its prefent lliape 
by Lieutenant James Nathaniel Rind, oi the Bengal 
eilablilhment, who commanded the efcorte which ac¬ 
companied me while refident at the Shah’s court, and 
whom I mult here beg leave to mention as a very 
deferving officer,—The map, however, is dehgned 
principally as a political chart, to fhew the extent of the 
dominions of the Sicks, and the places where the chiefs 
refide: on points of Geographical knowledge, .1 have 
too juft an opinion of Major Rennell’s abilities, to at¬ 
tempt an improvement on any work of his; and I there¬ 
fore give this explanation or the delign of the accom¬ 
panying map, that no other may be imputed to me. 
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HISTORY or the ORIGIN and PROGRESS 
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SICK S. 




A H. 936.1 "T N the latter end of the reign of Sultan Baber, Nanuck Shah , 
A D. 15-9-i -! a Dervifh, by tribe a Ketteree , lived in the village of Shoderah, 
fitunted about feven crores (or cofs) eaft of the river Chenab; 
as he was a man of a mofl exemplary life, and eminent for his 
oiety, charity, and abftinerice, he became famous throughout 
Hindodan, and wherever he went teaching his doctrine, he made 
a great number of profelytes; he wrote feveral books upon the 
nature and inftitutions of his order; fuclr as the Purraun Sunkely , 
&c. which he diflributed for the regulation of the worlhip of his 
followers.—He took the title of Gooroo, or religious Teacher, and 
called his followers in general Sicks, which fignifies followers of 
a Sed, but ‘his immediate dilciples, whom he inftruded in the 
myfteries of his dodrine, he called Murids , or Difciples ; thefe 
terms are often confounded, but they are properly very dii- 
tind. 


After 









After the death of Gooroo Nanuck, his fuccelfors were la the 

following order: 


1 Gooroo Ankud. 

2 Gooroo Amerdad. 

3 Gooroo Ramdas. 

4 Gooroo Arjun who wrote the Gurhunt , now generally 
followed as the rule of difcipline. 

5 Gooroo Ramroy. 

6 Gooroo Hur Roy. 

7 Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirlhen, 

thefe Gooroos appear upon an average, to have exercifed their 
office about twenty-two years each. 

In the year of the Hegira, 1073, Aurungzebe being on the 
throne, a fon was born to Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirlhen, to whom 
they gave the name of Taigh BchaJer, when this fon came to the 
age of puberty,—being remarkable for his piety and abftinence,— 
his followers conceived a fuperftitious veneration for him, and 
ufed among themielves, to call him the true King ; he on his part, 
whatever he received in prelints, or offerings from his dilciples, 
or the Sicks in general} he laid out in provtfions, which he 
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publ i cly'di ft ributcd to all who chofc to receive them ; this brought 
great numbers to participate of his bounty* 

The news writers of Lahore, foon tranfnntfed an account of 
theft; circumftances to Aurungzcbe, who was then engaged in the 
war of the Deckan ; and his Majedy being very particular in his 
examination of all perfons who pretended to extraordinary faulty, 
he. fent feme Tejfawih (or Ulhers) to bring Tatgh Behader to Ins 
prefence, who on their arrival at the place of his refidence, im¬ 
mediately Yet out with them, and foon arrived at the court. 

Aurungzebe having called him into his prefence, examined him 
very flriftly refpeding the revelations and miracles to which he 
fuppoled that he pretended ; to which Taigh Behader replied, 
“ that he was a Dervilh; that he lubfifted on the alms of the 
“ charitable, and palled his life in the contemplation and ador- 
“ atioii of God ; but that he neither pretended to revelations nor 
“ miracles.” The Shah again laid, “ they call you the true 
“ King, and Taigh Behader, (which was a military title) what 
“ preemption is this ?”—to which Taigh Behader replied, 
“ whatever is, is from God ; Dervilhes have nothing to do with 
“ titles or honours.” — The Shah perceiving that he could dif- 
cover nothing of the revelations or miracles attributed to this 
Dervilh, gave orders for putting him to death immediately.—At 
that time, a Bramin of the name of Murdaneh, who flood by, 
faid to Taigh Behader, “ If you will give me pernuffion, I .will 
« imprecate curfes on thefe perfecutors, and by the juffiee of 
« God, you lhall fee them inflantly deftroyed.” but I aigli 

Behader, according to the counfel given to him at parting by his 

father. 
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A H. 1096.1 
AD. 1684./ 


A H. x n 6 .1 
A D. 1704.J 


Jvotc A. 


Note B. 


<SL 

[ 4 ] 


father, to p refer ve the fecret of the fed, though it fhoiild cofl 
him his life, replied, “ The time is not yet come, God himfelf 
will putiilh them, and raife up a hero, who will exad ample 
** vengeance for my blood.” 


He was accordingly put to ( A ) death, and upon the fpot where 
he buffered Martyrdom, a monument has been eroded, which is 
hill in being, and offerings are made at it. 


Soon after this, the widow of Taigh Bchader, having been left 
with child, was delivered of a fori, to whom they gave the name 
of Gobind Sing, who growing up, and being about twenty years 
of age, conceived an ardent defire to revenge the death of his 
father; but either finding his party too weak, or wanting refolu- 
tion in his own mind to attempt fo dangerous an enterprize, he, 
( B ) by the advice of the Bramins, performed a number of fuper- 
ffitious rites, in expedition, that fome manifeffation of the 
Divine pleafure would appear in his favour; at length a voice 

was 


Aurungzcbe feems on this, a9 well as on mslny other occafions, to have made religion a 
veil to cover his political tyranny ; the real mv>tive of this cruelty to Taigh Bchadcr, was 
moft probably, refentment for his having allowed his followers to call him tbs irttc-Kng; 
and his having vued a military title, which was not granted by Royal Patent, agreeably to 
the eufloim ot that Government, of all which he was exceeding jealous* 

if have omitted the detail of thefe fuperditions, which would but tire the enlightened 
European reader ; their obje& was no doubt, to iniprefs the common people with a belief 
that their caufe was 1'upportcd by divine favor and protection* 
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l H. iu6.| was faid to have been heard from heaven, declaring the revenge 
ID. 1704.J he fought for, (hould not be attained by him, but by his dif- 
ciples after his death ; and that his left thouid at iaft arrive at the 
higheft point of ftrength and dominion. 


The mind of Gooroo Gobind Sing, feems to have become dif- 
ordered by the influence of thefe 1'uperfHtious reveries, and to 
have remained for fome time in that ftate ; but at length having 
recovered his reafon, he put on a drefs of dark blue, let his hair 
and beard grow to their full length, and inftruCted his feet to 
follow his example in theie points.—He alio directed them to arm 
themfelves in expectation of the hour, when the prophecy lhould 
be fulfilled. 


\ H. xu 8.] From this time, the Sicks animated with enthufiafm, began to 
\ D. 1706.J colleCt together from all parts of the Empire, and multitudes of 
new profelytes were daily enrolled in the leCt, which was render- 
ed important by the martyrdom of Taigh Behader.—Gooroo Gc- 
bind Sing, eltablilhed a ceremony to be ufed on the reception of 
new proielytes, which ceremony is called Foil, and conlifts in 
making them drink Sherbet out of a cup, ltirring it round with 
a dagger, and pronouncing a certain ( c ) incantation at the fame 
time. 


Advice 



Note C. This incantation I could never get the words of, though I took forae pains to do fo.—It 
feems to be among the Arcana of this feft. 








A K. ni8.| Advice being conveyed to Aurungzebe, of all t'hefe particulars, 
A D. ■ ■jo 6 . J f cnt coders to the Navab Vizier Khan, who was*then Foujdar 


of Sirhind, to take the requifite fteps for fupprcffing this threat¬ 
ening in furreiftion ; but before this order was received, GooroO 
Gobind, having gone to col It £1 his followers from the eaftern 
provinces, died at the city of Patna; and his wife having died 
fomet ime before, two children whom he had, the one about hx, 
the other about five years old, were left under the care of his 
mother, (the widow of Taigh Behader) who hearing of the 
Shah’s orders to Vizier Khan, attempted to fly with. her two 
grand children from Amrutjur to Macowal ., which was her native 
place.—Maiiy of Gooroo Gobind’s followers accompanied, in 
order to efcort them fafe to the place of their detonation.—By 
the time they had got to the village of Chunikorc , which was feven 
cofs from Sirhind, the Navab Vizier Khan, according to the 
Shah’s orders, fent a body of troops commanded by Khizzer 
Khan Malnere, together with the Buckfhy of Ins own army, to 
take Gooroo Gobind’s family prifoners, and bring them to Sir- 
hind.—Khizzer Khan having overtaken them at that place, the 
Sicks who accompanied the Gooroo’s family, defended them with 
the greateft refolution ; many of the Shah’s people were killed, 
as well as of the Sicks; but as the former were vaftly fuperior in 
number, the two children, together with their grandmother, 
were taken prifoners, and all their wealth and property, which 
they, were carrying away with them was plundered ; the tew 
Sicks whofurvived, efcaped by flight.—Khizzer Khan brought his 
prifoners to the Navab Vizier Khan at Sirhind, who put them in 
confinement; and adviled Aurungzebe of it. 


They 
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They fay, that Vizier Khan, who had been forty years 
Foujdar of Sirhind, had never oppreffed any perfon under his 
authority, but was diftinguifhed for his juflice and humanity ; 
and from the natural goodnefs of his difpofition, he conceived a 
regard for thele children of Gooroo Gobind, often fent for them, 
and fhewed them kindnefs.—It happened one day, that he was 
afking them in a jelling manner, how much they had been plun¬ 
dered of, to which the eddeft of the children innocently replied, 
“ that the wealth of Dervifhes was too great to be counted.” 
Suchanund, , a Kdtcry, who was Datum to the Navab Vizier Khan, 
laid to him, “ perhaps thefe children may give the lame kind of 
** anfwer if they are examined by the Shah; if fo, what will be- 
“ come of us all, and who final 1 latisfy his Majefty ? it would be 
“ fafer to put the children to death, which is the only way of 
** fecuring ourfelves from the Shah’s rapacity.” 

Vizier Khan being unwilling to deftroy theie innocent children, 
hefitated a long time ; but at length his dread of the Shah’s dif- 
pleafure, (d) fhould he fufpedt him of having fecreted the treafure 
plundered from Gooroo Gobind’s family, getting the better of 
every other confideration, he faid to Khizzer Khan, “ Many of 
« your friends and followers were killed by the Sicks, who 

R efcorted 


This is a ftriking inftance of the tyranny of Aurungzcbe’s Government, ar,d indeed of 
the horrid eft eft of defpotifm, on the charade™ of thofc who live under its influence ; when 
we here behold a man naturally mild and compaflionate, committing the molt atrocious 
crime, from dread of the confequence which would have attended his acting conformably to 
his conference, and the dictates of humanity. 
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■ A H. III8.] “ rfoorted. thefe children, you ought to retaliate by killing the 

A D. 1706.] <« children, as the caufe of the death of fo many of the faith- . 

t* ful,” (r.) Kbizzer Khan, however, rejected the propofol with 

horror, and nobly replied, “ both I and my followers are foldiers, 

*• and whoever oppofc us in open war, we either kill them, oi 
“ are killed ourfelvcs; bat what you propose, is the b.ufmefs of 
« an executioner.” However, the deiVmed period of the 
childrens lives being come, one Kurruckchy Beg, a Mogul in the 
Shah’s fervi.ee, undertook to perpetrate this barbarous murder, 
and went to the prifon where the innocent vi&lms were confined : 
the children clung round the neck of their grandmother to lave 
th'cmfeives, but the villain tore them away, and cut their throats 
with a knife, in the prefence of this rniferable woman, who, un¬ 
able longer to bear fuch a load of calamity, her hulband, Taigh 
Behader, having been murdered before, (as was related) and her 
grand children now butchered before her eyes, funk under the 
violence of grief and horror, excited by this I aft feene, and ui- 
vine mercy by an immediate death, reteafed iier aom fuither 

fufferings.( lf ), 

One 


„ v . Retaliation for blood called in •*> Keren £*/«**» '» « onfidered b >’ thc MufT.dmans, a» 
rsote jk.. 

a moral and religious duty to thc next in connection. 

N 0te p Of all the inftances of cruelty exercifed on thc propagators ot new doftrmes, this =s thc 
moil barbarous and outrageous;—Defencelcfs women and children, havcufually efcaped, 
even front religious fury.—No wonder then, that the vengeance of thc Sicks was fo 
fevere. 
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One Bundab, a Biragee Fakeer , and the native of a village called 
Pundory, in the the Doab of Beit Jalinder, had been for many 
years the intimate friend of Gooroo Gobind ; and hearing of the 
dtftfu&ion of his dej^ncelefs family, he gave way to the^ dec pelt 
impreflions of grief and refentment, which at length lettled into, 
a fixed determination to feek revenge ; for this purpofe, he went 
to all the mod: powerful and zealous of the Sicks, who had been 
the followers of Gooroo Gobind, and having excited in them the 
fame fpivit with which he hlmlelf was aduated, and enrolled 
himfelf in the fraternity of the Sicks, he, with furprifmg. dili¬ 
gence and adivity, and aided by iweommon abilities, colleded 
the fed together in arms from all quarters, and inipired them with 
the mod ardent fpirit of revenge. 

Fortunately for the execution of Bundah’s defign, about this 
time, Aurungzebe died in the Deckan, and the fucceffion to the 
throne being difputed between bis ions, (as it is well known to 
thofe who are converfant in tiie hidory of Hindodan,) great con- 
fufion arofe in all parts of the empire.—Bundah taking advantage 
of this opportunity, and having colleded together a large, though 
irregular army of Sicks, marched to attack Navab \ izier Khan, 
who was then at Sirhind,the. feat of his government.-—"Vizier Khan 
came out to give them battle with all the troops he had, and the 
armies coming to adion near Jlwan Sir ay, the Sicks, infpired 
by enthuftafm and revenge, gave the Muflulmana a total defeat: 
Vizier Khan %vas killed upon the fpot, and the greater part of his 
army was cut in pieces. Proceeding to the town of Sirhind, the 
Sicks put to death all the family of Vizier Khan, and every 
dependant and fervant belonging to him Suchanund the Dev an, 

R 2 b y 
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AH. nip.l by whofe advice the children of Gooroo Gob'md had been mur- 
A D. 1707. j derecl, was torn to pieces, with every circumftance of cruelty 
which favage revenge could dictate. After which, they deftroyed 
all the rnofques and tombs belonging to the Muflulmans ; and liich 
was the terror which their feverity and fury excited, that neither 
Hindoos nor Muflulmans found any means of fafety, but in 
acknowledging and fubmitting to their authority, and profefling 
to belong to their left; which difpofition, Bundah, who was a- 
man of great art and add rtfs, encouraged by every means, with 
a view to encreafe his force: treating thole with the mold fl a ft of¬ 
fering kindnefs who came into the fefl, and thofe who refufed 
with unrelenting feverity :—*fo that in a fhort time, all the dif- 
tri£b from Paniput to near Lahore, acknowledged the authority 
f of the Sicks ; and Beltader Shah being then in the Deckan, with) 
the Imperial army, there was no force in the provinces of Lahore,, 
Dehly or Agra, able to undertake the red uction of the infurgents.. 




rl. 1120.1 Bchader Shah, having deb ated his brother ICam Buckfh, was 
A. D. 1708.J delirous of remaining iu.ne time longer in that part of his domi¬ 
nions, in order to make a complete fettle meat of all the Soubab'x 
(or provinces) of the Deckan ; but when the advices arrived of 
Bundah’s mfunv£Viou, and Vizier Khan’s defeat and death, the 
danger appeared too prefling to admit of delay: he therefore de¬ 
termined to move with his whole force towards Sifhind, fending 
before him an advanced army of cavalry and artillery, under the 
command of Sultan Kouly Khan, nephew of Ruilum dil Khan ; 
to which he joined all the Muflulmans who had fled from Sirhind 
and other parts, to avoid the fury of the Sicks. His Majefty or¬ 
dered Sultan Kouly Khan to march by way of Dehly, and thereby 

flop 
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A H. 1120. | 
AD. X708.J 


flop the progrefs of the Sicks on that fide;—protecting the inha¬ 
bitants as much as poffible,—to prevent the infurre&ion from 
fpreading,—and to put every man to the fvvord that he (hould find 
with his hair and beard at full length;—that being the charac- 
teriftic external of the Sicks. 


? Sultan Kouly Khan, with the zeal of a faithful fervant, march¬ 
ed as expeditioufly as poffible, and having palled by way of Dehly, 
he came to Paniput; refolved to attack the Sicks, though his 
army was exceedingly weak, when compared with the prodigious 
force now got together under the enemy’s fhmdard. The Sicks 
on their part, being flulhed with viftory, and confident in their 
numbers, were no lefs willing to come to a&ion. The battle 
began, in which there was great (laughter on both fides, but efpe- 
cially on that of the Sicks ; who being deftitute of difeipline, and 
unprovided with artillery, fuffered very feverely; when Kilury Sing 
Bucklhy, to whom Bundah had given the command of this 
divifion of his army, being killed by an arrow, the Sicks began to 
give way, were at length totally defeated,, and the remainder of 
their army fled to join Bundah, who had remained with the reft 
of his forces at Sirhind. The next day, Sultan Kouly Khan: 
being joined by a reinforcement fent after him by the Shah, under 
the command of the Vizier Khan Khanan, marched to Sirhind : 
Bundah drew up his army, which confided of between forty and 
fifty thoufand horfe and foot, to receive the Mufluhnans >—the 
battle was long and bloody ;—but at length, the royal army mak¬ 
ing a defperate charge upon one part of the enemy’s front, broke 
through, and a general defeat enfued, with terrible (laughter of 
the Sicks. Bundah being unable to rally his difheartened troops, 

fled 
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Note G. 


fled with as many as he Could collect together, and took refuge 
in a ftrong fort called Lwghur, ( G ) which flood near Macawal; 
whither the royal army purfued them, and furrounding the fort 
began to lay liege to it. 

In the mean time the Shah, hearing that Loaghur was inverted, 
marched on as expeditioufly as pofftble, and without halting at 
Dehly, joined the camp of the Vizier and Sultan. Kouly Khan, 
before Loaghur. By the time that the liege had lafted a month, 
the befieged finding their provilions and ammunition fail them, and 
being determined to fell their lives as clear as .poffible, they Tallied 
out of the fort fvvord in hand.—A defperate, but unequal conflict 
eufued ; the greater part of the Sicks were cut in pieces on the 
fpot; many were taken prifoners, in which number was their 
leader Buridah, who was confined in an iron cage, and together 
with the other prifoners was lent to Dehly, where they were all 
publickly executed, after having been offered their lives on con¬ 
dition of embracing the Muflulman faith, which they rejected 
with contempt. The few remaining Sicks fled to the mountains, 
where they concealed thcmfelves; and the Zemindars and Riots 
of the country who had joined them during their infurre&ion, 
partly to fecure thcmfelves, and partly for the fake of plunder, 
now cut off their beards and hair, and returned to their original 
occupations. 

From 


This place ns well as fome others mentioned in the Hiflory, laving been totally deft toyed, 
arc not inferted in the map. 




AH. li20. 
AD. r;oS. 
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From this time, during the reigns of Behader Shah, Jh an tier 
Shah, Ferockfir, and the Ihort reigns of Rnfi al Dirjat, and his 
brother, Abdul Sum mud Khan being Subadar of Lahore, none of 
this fed ever ventured to appear in arms ; but concealed themfelves 
by every means for near twelve years. 



AH. 11310 In the year of die Hegira 1131, Mahnmmud Shah being on 
AD. 1718. ] the throne, and Zekariah Khan being Subadar of Lahore, the 
Sicks, though unable to appear in any conliderable force, began 
to plunder, and carry on a kind of predatory war in the Ikirts of 
the mountains, as if to try the temper of government; and this 
practice they continued with little variation for twenty years. 


AH. 11 ji O lb the year of the Hegira 1x51, Nadir Shah the King of 
AD. 1738. j Perfia, invaded Hindoftan, and as his army committed dreadful 
ravages wherever they went, the inhabitants fled to the hills for 
fafety ; while the Subadars of the Provinces, being unable to 
refill:, fubmitted to the invader. 


On this occafion, the Sicks colleding together, began to com¬ 
mit depredaiionson all tides, poiTeffing themfelves of the property 
of the inhabitants who had fled to avoid the Perfians, and plun¬ 
dering every place in their reach.—At the fame time they fortified 
themfelves near a village called Dulliva /, on the banks of the Ravy, 
where they were joined by many Zemindars, who had fecretly 
favoured their fed, and now rejoiced to fee it once more in a 
condition to declare itfelf. 



Some 
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Some time after this, Nadir Shah returned to Perfia, having 
plundered at Dehly, wealth to an almoft incredible amount, and 
having be (lowed the Empire of Hindoftan on Mahummud Shah, 
as his own free gift,—He left behind him Nafir Khan, to colled 
the Subah of Cabul, and four Mahls, (diftrids) belonging to the 
Subah of Lahore; (being parts of the Empire of Hindoflau, 
made over to him by the treaty with Mahummud Shah.) The 
-reft of the Subah of Lahore was continued under Zekariah Khan, 
as Subadar, on the part of Mahummud Shah.—Zckariah Khan 
appointed A din a Beg Khan to be Foujdar of the Dotib of Bary, 
with orders to reduce the Sicks to obedience. 

The force he had with him was fully equal to the execution of 
that fervice ; but Adina Beg, confidering that if he flhould entirely 
put an end to all diftu rbances in that diftrid, there would remain 
no neceflity for continuing him in fo extenfive a command, he 
carried on intrigues with the Chiefs of the Sicks, and Lcretly 
encouraged them to continue their depr Nations; at the fame 
time, pietending to be very defirous of fubduing them. From 
this management, the Sicks became daily more powerful, and 
feized upon feverai places in the diftant parts of the Subah of 
Lahore. They alfo began again to perform publick pilgrimages 
to the Holy Tank at Amrutfur , without moleftation. 

About this time, Zekariah Khan died, leaving two fons, the 
elder of whom was by the Shah appointed to fucceed his father, 
as Subadar of Lahore; but dilputes arifing between the two 
brothers, the affairs of the Province became greatly negleded, 
and the Sicks increafed in ftrength. 


Some 
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A H. 1159 .1 
A D. 1746.J 


Note H. 
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Some time before this. Nadir Shah having been aflaffinatec! in 
Perfia, Almud Khan Durranny, one of his principal officers, efta- 
bliflied himfelf at Kandahar, and feized upon that Province, in 
which he had confiderable family connexions; at the fame time 
laying claim to the other ( H ) Provinces of Hindoftan, which had 
been ceded to Nadir Shah by the treaty before mentioned, and 
affuming the title of Shah or King. 

Soon after which, he feized upon Nafir Khan, whom Nadir 
Shah had left Subadar of Cabul, (as laid before) together with 
the treafure which he had collected from the time of Nadir Shah’s 
return to Perfia, being above a crore of rupees. He alio demanded 
his daughter from him in marriage.—Nafir Khan being then 
entirely in his power, confented, and obtained liberty to go to 
his followers who were in Paijhawir , under pretence of making 
the neceflary preparations;—he was obliged, however, to leave 
his fon as hoftage; but as foon as he was at liberty, he confidered 
the giving his daughter to a man of a different tribe, as a difgrace 
not to be fubmitted to, and therefore began to colleX forces for 
his own defence. Yet fome time after, Almud Shah Durranny, 
approaching him, though with a very inferior army, his followers 
difperfed, and Nafir Khan fled towards Dehly, which furnilhed 
Ahmud Shah Durranny with a plea for his firft invafion of Hin¬ 
doftan. He accordingly paft'ed the Attock, Jelum, and Chenab, 
and came to Lahore. 

S Shah 


Tlicfe were Cabul, Paifliawar, and Tatta: in a word, every thing weft of the Attock, 
or Indus* 
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A. H. 1159.1 

\ D. 1746,] Shah Nevaz Khan, (one of the fons of Zekariah Khan) who 
was then Subadar of Lahore, immediately fubmitted; and the 
Durranny Shah entering the city of Lahore, feized upon the trea- 
fury and the armoury there, and proclaimed himfelf mailer pi 
that Province alfo. 

It is foreign from the defign of this hiilory, to enter into a 
detail of thefe events, which are all related in the general hiftory 
of the empire; fuffice it to fay, that the Durranny Shah was at 
length obliged to return to Kandahar; and that in the year of 
AH. i 1 bo. I the Hegira 1160, Mahuramud Shah having died, was fucceeded 
AD. 1747. J by his i'011 Ahmed Shah, who nominated Mir Munnoo , called 
Mom ul Mullock , fon to the late Vizier Kummer ul dim Khan y to 
the Subadaryof Lahore and Multan. 

During thefe troubles, the Sick Chiefs Jefl'a Sing Kelal, Chirfah 
Sing, Tokah Sing, and Kirwar Sing, had got together about 5000 
boric; to which army they (for the firft time) gave the title of Dul 
Kbalfih Gee, or the Army of the State, and with which they made 
themfelves mailers of the Doab of Bary.—Moux ul Mullock, again 
appointed Adina Beg Khan to the Foujdary of that Doab ; who 
marching thither, began as formerly to intrigue with the Sicks, 
and took no effe&ual means to fupprefs them. In one action 
indeed, he defeated them, and killed about 600 Sicks; but as the 
confufion prevailing in the empire, had reduced thoulands of 
people to diftrefs, they were daily joining the Sicks for the lake 
of plunder, took the Foil , and let their hair grow, upon which 

they 


A H. 1160.' 
A D. 1747., 
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they were inrolled in the Dul, which now began to encreafc with 
furjprifing rapidity.( 1 ). 

A H. 1163.'' 
AD. 1750. 

About three years after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, again in¬ 
vaded Hindoftan, and having defeated Mom ul Mullock, feized 
on Lahore, levied a very heavy contribution from it, and after¬ 
wards appointed Moiu ul Mullock to be Subadar on his'par t of 
Lahore and Multan, having given the daughter of Moin ul 
Mullock in marriage to his own Ion, the Prince Timur Shall : 
after this, the Durranny Shah returned to Kandahar, 

■ 

V 

1 

During this war, Adina Beg Khan having joined Moin ul Mul¬ 
lock with all his forces, the Sicks had nothing left tooppofe them, 
and therefore they daily became more formidable. They cut off 
the royal garrifon in the Fort of Tannifer, deftroyed the fort, 
and plundered all the neighbouring diftri&s. 

After the departure of the Durranny Shah, Moin ul Mullock 
again feat Adina Beg Khan againft the Sicks, who feemed now to 
he inclined to difeharge his duty with fidelity, for having received 
intelligence that they were affembled near Macowal, to celebrate 


the feltival ol the Hooly , he, by a forced march, furprifed them, 
and put lo many oi them to death, that the remainder were oblig¬ 
ed to difperfe for a while, but foon began to plunder again in 
fraall parties. 

S 3 In 

Note I, 

This naturally accounts for the rapid rile of the Sicks, which commenced about this 

t 

time. 
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A H. 1165.'] In the year of the Hegira 1165, Moin ul Mullock died, and his 
AD. 1752. J widow appointed one Beckary Khan, to manage the government 
of her deceafed hufband, as Naib (or deputy) on her part; but 
having detected him in a defign to feize on her perfon, and ufurp 
the government him it If, (he caufed him to*be ftrangled : and ap¬ 
pointed Sycd Jwnell ul dim Khan to the office of her Naib. 



A fhort time after this, the troubles arifing at Dehly, which 
ended in the Vizier Ghazi ul dien Khan’s depofing Ahmed Shah, 
and railing to the throne Alumgire Sani, the reins of government 
became entirely relaxed, and the SicK$ gathered new drength. 

AM. 1169.] j n the year of the Hegira 1169, Ahmed Shah Durrannyagain 
A D. 1755-J ^ nva( ] ec i Hindoftan, and came to Lahore,—By this time, the Sicks 
were become very numerous, and their Dul was in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Lahore; hut they were afraid to attack the Durranny 
army: however, they plundered all people who draggled from 
th.p camp, and cut off provisions going to it.—But the Durranny 
Shah being defirous of getting as loon as poffible to Dehly, took 
no notice of thefe infults. 

After plundering Dehly, Muttra, and all the circumjacent 
towns and villages, and excrcifing unheard of barbarities, the 
Durranny Shah marched back to Kandahar; leaving a chief of 
the name of Ahmed Khan, to command in Sirhind, and his own 
(on, the Prince Timur Shall, with an army under the command 
of Jehan Khan, one of his bed officers, to collect the Subahs of 
Lahore and Multan. 


Jehan 


M WlSTfy 



[ *9 1 


AH. 1169 .1 Johan Khan from a principle of religious zeal, deftroyed the 
AD. 1755* J places of worfhip belonging to the Sicks at Amrutfur , and filled 
up the facrcd Tank, which they fo highly venerate: upon which 
the Sicks collected together under their chiefs from all quarters, 
and blockading the city of Lahore, colieaed the revenues of the 
country all round for their own ufe. Jehan Khan with the Prince, 
inarched out to give them battle; but after feveral actions, finding 
the Sicks too numerous for him to contend with, he retreated to 
Kandahar. 

Upon'this occafion, JcfTa Sing Kelal, who was at the time com¬ 
mander in chief of the Did, ftruck rupees in his own name, at the 
royal mint at Lahore, with the following infcription, “ Jefla 
“ Kelal conquered the country of Ahmed, and flruck this coin 
“ by the Grace of God.’" 

' After the retreat of Jehan Khan, the Court of Dehly appointed 

Adina Beg Khan to be Subadar of Lahore ; but the force with 
which he was furnifhed by fo weak a government, was not equal 
to encountering the Sicks : he was therefore obliged to flop at 
Sirhind; and finding that he could not obtain any affiftance from 
the admtniflration at Dehly, he applied t the Marhatta cliiet 
Rogonaut Row, who at that time commanded a large army in the 
Province of Agra, and offered to aflift him in reducing Punjab; 
to which the Marhatta chief agreed, and marched to Sirhind ; 
where he was joined by Adina Beg Khan with his own army, 
and fome of the inferior Sick chiefs, whom he had brought over 
by great promifes. 

1 Their 








A H. t 169. ^ 
AD, 1755. J 


Note K, 
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Their firft operation was to expel and plunder Ahmed Khan, 
whom the Durranny Shah had left to command in Sirhind.—On 
this occafion the Sick chiefs, who had joined Adina Beg Khan, 
plundered the town of Sirhind; which gave great offence to the 
Marhatta chiefs, who proje&ed filling upon the Sicks, and plun¬ 
dering them in return : which coming to the knowledge of Adina 
Beg Khan, by whofe influence thefe Sicks had been induced to join 
the Marhattas, he gave them immediate notice of the defign which 
was formed againft them, upon which, they marched away in the 
night. 

The Sick leaders who were in pofleftion of Lahore, did not think 
their army a match for the Marhattas, when reinforced by Adina 
Beg Khan, they therefore drew off" to the fkirts of the mountains ; 
and the Marhattas eftablifhed garrifons in Lahore, Multan, &c. 
But their government was of fhort duration, for loon after this, 
attempting to expel the Rohillas from their pofleflions, Nujcab ul 
Doulah , the principal Rohilla chief, applied to the Durranny Shah 
for afliftance :—alledgihg, that being his fubje&s, ( K ) they could 
apply to no one elfe for redrefs ; and that, therefore, they entreat¬ 
ed he would flip port them againft the infidels. 

Ahmed Shah Durranny accordingly left Kundahar, with his 
whole force; and as loon as it was known that he had crofted the 
Attock, all the Marhattar garrifons in Lahore and Multan, fled 
without waiting for his nearer approach. 

The 


All the Rohilla tribes come from the country belonging to the Durranny Shall, and 
$boie fettled in Hindofan, ft ill call him their King* 
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A IT. 1172.1 The Vizier Ghazi ul dien Khan, who kept his Majefty Alum- 
AD. 1758. J g|,. e Sani as a prisoner in his own palace, expe&ing that the 
Durranny Shah would call him to a feverc account, if Alumgtre 
Sani Ihoukl complain to’ him; in a tranfport of rage and defpair 
he put him to death : and after placing another of the royal line 
upon the throne, by the title o.t Shall Jehan Sani, he lelt Dehly 
with all his forces, and joined the Marhatta army, which was 
then befieging the Rohillas at SukcrtalL 

The events of this campaign are foreign to our fubjeft, it is 
only neceflary to fay, that the Durranny Shah having raifed the 
fiege of Suker tall, and defeated the Marhatta chiefs Junkoo and 
Mulhar Row in feveral atfions, in one of which, Dattea Pateel 
(the elder brother of Mahado Row Sindea) was killed ; and being 
joined by all the Rohilla chiefs, as alfo by the Navab Shuja ul 
Dowla, cantoned for the rainy feafon near Cod in the Doab, be¬ 
tween the Ganges and the Jumna. 


AH. U73.J 

AD. 1759* j 


While Ahmed Shah Durranny remained at Coel, he received 
advice, that Adina Beg Khan, whom he had once more appointed 
Subadar of Lahore, was dead, and that the Sicks taking advan¬ 
tage of that event, had affembled in great numbers, attacked and 
defeated Sumbu das , the Dewan of Adina Beg Khan, who after his 
mailer’s death had attempted to keep things in order. On this 
intelligence, the Durranny Shah appointed Zion Khan to be 
Foujdar of Sirhiud, and Bullund Khan to be Subadar of Lahore, 
and difpatched them to their Rations with an army of 10,000 
horfe. 


The 
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A H. 1x73/ 
A D. 1759., 

AH. ir74.1 
A D. 1760.] 


The conclufkm of the rains was followed by that famous 
campaign, which put to final trial the grand queftion of Empire 
between the Muffulmans, and the Marhattas ; and ending by the 
fatal battle of Paniput , which was fought on the 20th of Jem ad ul 
Sani 1174, decided it in favour of the MulFulmans, and gave a 
blow to the Marhatta power, which it has not entirely recovered 


yet. 



After this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, having fettled the govern¬ 
ment at Dehly in the hands of Nujeib ul Doula, and placed 
Mir%a Jewan Buckt on the throne, as representative of his father 
Shah .Alum, who was then in Bengal, he inarched back towards 
Kandahar. 


As foon as he bad puffed the Suttedge, the Sicks began to 
plunder the ffragglers from his camp, which he fbrebore to refent 
at that time, his army being load, d with plunder; however, to 
fecure his camp from infult, he every night threw up a flight 
work round it, and in this manner he continued Ills march to the 
Attock, the Sicks following him all the way. 


When the Durranny army had palled the Attock, the Sicks 
returned, and having blockaded Lahore, they compelled Rallund 
Khan to retreat with his garrifon, upon which they took poffef- 
fion of that city, and all the country from the Attock to Sir- 
hind. 


However, 7 .ein Khan, whom the Durranny Shah had left as 
Fnujdare of Sirhind, being affifled by Hinghun Khan, a pattan 

chief, 
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A H. 1174.] 
AD. 1760. J 

AH. 1175.1 
AD. 1761./ 


chief, of the diftricl: of Malnair (fouth weft from Sirhind) ftill 
fupportcd himielf again ft them. 

The following year, the Sicks to the number of about forty 
thoufand horfc, ravaged the whole territory of Malnair, in re¬ 
venge for the affiftdnce given by Hinghun Khan to the Durranny 
Aumil; but foon after Ahmed Shall Durranny having marched to 
Lahore to punifh the Sicks, for having expelled Bullund Khan, 
Hinghun Khan contrived in the night to efcape, and fled to the 
Durranny camp for protection.—The Durranny Shah fent thirty 
thoufand horfe under his conduct, who marching feventy crorcs 
(one hundred and forty miles) alraoft without ( L ) intermiffion, fur- 
prized the army of the Sicks, at a place called Barnala , and put 
great n umbers to the fword ; the reft as ufual, difperfed for a« 
time ; after which, the Shah proceeded to Sirhind, where he was 
met by Nujeib ul Dowla, and the other principal Ornrahs; and 
having received their compliments, returned back, to Kandahar, 
leaving Saudet yab Khan, one of his officers, with a large de¬ 
tachment in the Doab of Beit Jalinder, and Rajah Cabully Mul t 
as Subadar of Lahore. 


AH. 1176. j 
A D. 1762.j 


The beginning of the following year, the Sicks aflembling again, 
drove Rajah Cabully Mul out of Lahore, and Saudet vab Khan, 

T from 



The horfes ufed by the IXirr trmics, ate of the breed called Turk !they are not large, but 
the snclt ufcful, quiet, and, be ft bottomed horfes, that are I believe in the world.—They 
live to a great age, fo that I have feen horfes in the ufe of common troopers* that they have 
declared to be near forty years old. 


Note Lr 




A H. 1176. | from the Doab of Beit Jalinder, eftabfifhing themfelves in both 
A D. 1762. j thofe places; after which they invaded Malnair, defeated and 
killed Hinghun Khan, a man of great courage and ability, who 
had long been a confiderable check to their prog refs ii\ that 
quarter. 

They next attacked Sirhind, and coming to action with Zien 
Khan, the Durranny Foujdar, near Rajah Seray, defeated and 
killed him alfo; after which they plundered and burnt Sirhind, 
having a particular enthufiaffick hatred to that place, on account 
of the murder of Gooroo Gobind’s children, which was perpe¬ 
trated there. By thofe fuccelTes, the whole country from the 
Attock to Kurnal, acknowledged the authority of the Sicks. 

A H. 1177."! The following year, Nujeib ul Dowla being engaged in a war 
A. D. 1763. J with <Srritjh Mu/, the Rajah of the Jauts, the Sick chiefs, Kofhiai 
Sing, Bugheil Sing, Sahib Sing, Bang Sing, Kurrum Sing, and 
Roy Sing, eroded the Jumna with their forces, and plundered 
the diftridt of Saharunpoor belonging to Nujeib ul Dowla; upon 
which that chief immediately marched to protect his own country, 
and partly by force, partly by negociation, got the Sicks to repafs 
the Jumna. 

All. 1178. j The next year jfewar Sing, the foil and fucceflbr of Surujb Mul> 
A D. 17 ^ 4 * J Jn order to revenge the death of his father, who had been killed 
the year before in battle agalnfl Nujeib ul Dowla, collected to¬ 
gether all his own followers, and being reinforced by thirty 
thoufand Marhattas under Mulhar Row, and twenty-five tliou- 
fand Sicks under l’evcial different chiefs, laid fiege to the city of 
1 Dehly— 
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Dehly.—The fiegc Iafled three months; in which time Nujeib ul 
Dowla, having written advice of his fituation to Aimed Shah 
Durranny, and foil cited his aid, his Majefty immediately marched 
from Cabul where he then was, and to avoid any interruption 
from the Sicks, he proceeded along the fkirts of the mountains, 
and had reached as far as Gurry Kotanah , when a peace was con¬ 
cluded between Nujeib ul Dowla and Jcwar Sing, through the 
mediation of Mulhar How, and the fiege of Dehly was raifed. 
Nujeib ul Dowla immediately fent intelligence of this to the 
Duranny Shah ; and after exprefling his gratitude for the ready 
afliftaticc his Majcfty had afforded him, he entreated him to return 
from the place which he was then at, leaf! the arrival of his 
army in the neighbourhood of Dehly, lhould renew the cala¬ 
mities of that unhappy city.—The Durranny Shah, according to 
this addrefs, repaired the Sutledge, and marched back towards his 
own country by the Lahore road. 

In the mean time, the Sick chiefs, determined to revenge the 
defeat they had {’offered at Barnala,—afiembled their whole force 
at Amrutfur, to the number of fixty thoufand horfe and foot; 
and took an oath to exert every effort to cut off the Shah’s army. 
Aimed Shah Durraony receiving advice of this, (cut a perfbu to 
the Sick leaders in quality of Ambaffador, to negociate a peace 
with them, and prevent that effuflon of blood, which their def- 
perate determination threatened to produce;—but on the arrival 
of this perfon in the camp of the Sicks, inftead of likening to his 
propofals, they plundered him and his followers, and drove them 
away.—Aimed Shah Durranny finding all accommodation impof- 
fible, marched immediately to give battle to the Sicks; and com- 
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A H. 1178.1 ing to Amrutfur in the evening, encamped clofe to the enemy, 

A V. 17^4* j In the morning the Sicks drew up their army on foot, and imme¬ 

diately proceeded to attack the Durrannies fword in hand; and the 
Durrannies, with equal refolution, received their attack on foot 
alfo. 7 'he battle was long and bloody, and the lofs fo great on 
both, iidus, that at length both armies drew off to their reipettive 
camps; the next morning neither party was inclined to renew 
, the conflict, and the * Shah refumed his march without any fur¬ 
ther interruption.( m) 

# • , ,V '.‘V. ' /‘hr ; ,, v V,- : ' . , I ‘ •. ' ; ; ' ' . . u' ( ’V' v‘ 

Some time after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny died, and was 

fucceeded by his fon the Prince Timur Shah, who has been too 

much employed on the fide of Perfia in keeping pofleffion of the 
provinces ufurped by his father from that empire, to have leifure 
for attempting to reduce the power of the Sicks.—Nor has any 
Potentate yet appeared 011 the fide of Iiindoftah, equal to fuch a 
talk :—fome feeble attempts have been made, which have only 
confirmed the flrength of the Sicks Government, as a little water 
thrown on a fire, does but increafe its heat: fo that for twenty 
years paft, they have employed themfelves in completely redu¬ 
cing the whole country from Attock to Karnal, and dividing it 
among their own fe£h 

Soon 


Note M. ^ is to be fuppofed, that in a battle thus difputed, both fide# claimed the yicloryj the 
Durrannies bring in proof, their having marched on unmolefied; the Sicks, that the Dux* 
ranny Shah never agaia returned to Lahore* 
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ah. 1178.1 Soon after the laft expulfion of the Aumiis of the Durranny 
A V, 1764./ Shah, the Sick's held a general Diet at Amrutfur, in which they 
determined to call in the rupees which were ft ruck in the name 
of Jefia Kelal, and to ftrike them for the future in the name of 
their Gooroos, with an infcription to this effeft, “ Gooroa Gobmd 
u Sing , received from Nanuck, the Daig , (n) the fword and rapid 
“ victory,” which coin is current throughout their dominions to 

this day. 

Thus has the Divine pleafure notified to Gooroo Gobind, been 
at length fulfilled ; and thus has Providence railed up this feet in 
con federation of the piety and charity of Gooroo Nanuck its 
founder, that mankind beholding the reward of virtue, may learn 
to practife it. 


This has been explained in the introduction,— I have feveral of thefc rupees m my 

Note N. 

podeliion. 
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THUS far the Verfian manufcript extend'?; to which I beg 
to add, that the Sicks ate the only one of the many powers 
who have enriched themfelves out of I he fpoils of the Mogul 
Empire, which fairly and openly avows its independence.—They 
will not fuller che name of his Majefly Shah Alum to appear 
upon their coin ; but have fubfti'tuted that of their Gooroo ; and 
inftead of the year of the King’s reign, and of the Hegira, which 
is the eftabliflied date on all the coin throughout the empire, they 
ule the era of Bickermajcet , called the Sumbut. 


After Ahmed Shah Durranny returned to Kandahar in 1764, 
as has been related, though the Sicks poflefffd themfelves of the 
town and province of Lahore, and of all the open country of Mul¬ 
tan, yet the Duranny garrifon of Multan Hill remained in that 
fortrefs till the death of Ahmed Shah Duranny : foon after which, 
the Sicks compelled them to retire, and placed a garrifon of their 
1779. own there ;—But in the year 1779, Timur Shah (the fucceflor to 
Ahmed Shah Duranny) came from Cabul, with a large army, 
and laying fiege to Multan, took it, after defeating the army fent 
by the Sicks to raife the fiege : when he returned to Cabul, leaving 
a garrifon in Multan, which has remained there ever fmce. 


Since the complete fettlemcnt of the Sicks in their prefent 
pofleflions, which was not entirely edefied till near the year 1770, 
the chiefs to the weftward of the Sutledge, who are the moil 
powerful, have not been engaged in any important expedition, till 
17.85. the year 1785, when they invaded the rlajah of Jumboo, and 
compelled him to pay them tribute. 


The 


r 

L 


-9 ) 

The incurfions which are made annually into the territories 
lately belonging to Zabif.a Khan, are merely effected by a tem¬ 
porary confederacy of the chiefs between the Sutledge and the 
Jumna, 

Thefe incurfions are fometimes carried acrofs the Ganges, ( 0 ) 
into the Vizier’s territories, as happened in March 1785; when a 
large body of Sicks palled over, and remained in that country 
feveral days, plundering to an immenfe amount, and burning and 
deftroying the villages without oppofition ; though repeated advice 
had been received beforehand of their defigns. But thefe inhilts 
may always be prevented, by common attention in the Vizier’s 
adminiftration; and by fending proper detachments to the feveral 
fords of the Ganges during the dry feafon. 


In 1785, Mahajee Scindea (having before feized on the Shah’s 
perfon, and the entire adminiftration of his affairs) entered into an 
alliance with the leaders of the Sicks, between the Sutledge and 
the Jumna, both offenfive and defenfive: one of the articles of 
which treaty exprefsly fays as follows;—“ Befides the royal 
“ lands, whatever (hall be acquired by either party (Scindea or 
“ the Sicks) with mutuaWmfent, on either fide the Jumna , from 
“ Hindoos or Mn ft til man s^j y-ffr dUfliereof (hall belong to the 
“ Khalfah Gee — 

Vizier’s country. 


fthe Sick State.)! '4fta*clearly points at the 


As 


From the middle of March till June, the Ganges is foldable ifc feveral places between 
the falls at Hurdwar, and the town of Ferockabad* 




As foon as this treaty was framed, 1 obtained a copy of it, 
which I trail!mittcc! to Mr. Macpherfon, than a&ing as Governor 
General, April the 9th.—What ufe he made of the information, l 
cannot tell: but furely a confederacy of two fuch formidable 
powers as the Sicks and Marhattas, clofe to the Vizier’s frontier, 
nauft afford matter for very ferious apprehenfion, to every petfon 
who is anxious for the fafety of the Company’s poffeffions in In¬ 
dia; which are fo intimately coBne&ed with thofe of the Vizier, 
that prosperity or calamity mu ft be in common to them both. 

In this point of view, I beg leave to conclude this fketch, with 
•my earneft recommendation of that circumftance to the attention 
of the Company’s' adminiftration for even admitting all that 
the advocates for Scindea can fay of his ftncerity, he is but mortal; 
and with him will expire all that fecurity which has been lup- 
pofe d tor. rife from his perfonal character. 


j A M E S BROWNE. 
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